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President

‘II-bniedem jipproponi u
Alla  jiddisponi’, hekk
niddeskrivi dak kollu li
ghadda matul din is-sena
fil-hajja taghna ta’ kuljum,
izda aktar u aktar fi hdan 1-Ghaqda Muzikali

Imperial.
Bhal-lum sena konna ghaddejjin bic-
celebrazzjonijiet tal-festa ad wunur Marija

Bambina. Kien hsiebna nippjanaw sena ohra ta’
hidma biex matul din is-sena nicc¢elebraw id-
disghin sena mit-twaqqif tal-Banda Imperial.
Hidma li tvarja minn progetti ta’ tisbih u
restawr, u programmi u skemi li jkomplu jghinu
fil-hidma tal-Ghagda u 1-Banda Imperial. 1zda
ghal mument, fl-ahhar kwart tas-sena li
ghaddiet, il-Kumitat Direttiv ha dagga mhux
mistennija meta tilef tliet membri attivi ferm fi
hdanu. L-ewwel telfa Kkienet tal-membru
veteran Anthony Grech, persuna li matul hajtu
ta servizz fil-Banda Imperial u anke gewwa I-
kazin. Il-Banda Imperial kien ihobbha bla gies u
dan l-ahhar l-ghaxqa tieghu meta kien jara n-
neputijiet idoqqu mal-Banda Imperial, il-Banda
li hadet sehem fil-funeral tieghu. Il-mewt
tragika tas-Sur Charles Borg hasditna bil-kbir.
Ma stajtx nemmen meta I-Hadd filghodu smajt
lehen martu Anne mbikkma fuq it-telefown u
qaltli, “Josef, I've got bad news, Charlie had a
bad accident he was ran over and Kkilled.”
Inhsadt, ksaht u gejt bla kliem. Konna ged
nistennewh gej lura wara btala qasira, izda d-
destin ried mod iehor. Charlie, iz-zZghir konna
nsibuh il-kazin, kont dejjem issibu biex imidd
idu ghax-xoghol li jkun hemm bzZonn, 1-aktar fix-
xoghol tal-elettriku u tal-ilma, fost affarijiet
ohra. Ftit kliem u hafna xoghol b’lealta assoluta
lejn il-kazin. Il-Banda Imperial daqqget fil-
funeral tieghu fejn il-qraba u 1-hafna hbieb tawh
l-ahhar tislima.

Din it-telfa donnha ma kinitx bizzejjed. U
propju ftit sighat wara li attendejna l-funeral
tas-Sur Charles Borg garrabna telfa ohra ghal
gharrieda, dik tas-Sinjura Carmen Cini. Wara 1-
funeral ta’ Charles Borg iltqajna lkoll il-kazin
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flimkien mal-familjari tieghu. Kelma ggib lill-
ohra u ghall-habta tas-sebgha ta’ filghaxija
gomt biex flimkien ma’ marti Catherine
immorru lejn id-dar. Carmen stagsietni jekk
tistax tirkeb maghna sad-dar. Wasalna quddiem
id-dar taghha sellimna lil xulxin, u tlaqt bil-mod
lejn id-dar. Ftit aktar minn saghtejn wara
nirc¢ievi telefonata minghand is-Segretarju John
Gauci fejn qalli, “Josef ahbar kerha, Carmen
mietet”. Jien ma stajtx nemmen li smajt izda
minn lehen John fhimt li kienet telfa ohra kbira.
Ftehimna li mmorru d-dar taghha biex inkunu
ta’ ghajnuna ghal Frans, Norbert u I-familjari
fdak il-mument difficli. Fi ftit minuti ergajt sibt
ruhi 1-Mellieha, anqas temmen ir-realta li tara
b’ghajnejk. Mara mimlija sahha, wi¢¢ ruxxan u
dahkan, u saghtejn wara tara l-istess persuna
bla hajja fuq is-sodda. Waqt li ged nikteb
emmnuni nghid li dak li ktibt nixtieq li kienet xi
telenovella u mhux r-realta. Is-Sinjura Carmen
Cini ghal snin twal kienet tmexxi I-Kumitat Nisa
fi hdan 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial u kienet 1-
ewwel membru femminili fil-Kumitat Direttiv.
Hi u ohtha Vivie dejjem flimkien, kemm wagqt I-
attivitajiet tal-kazin u anke matul il-gurnata.
Ghalihom jien kont mhux habib izda wiehed
minn  tal-familja.  Hbiberija u rispett
inkondizzjonat, mhux lili biss izda wkoll lil
marti u dagstant iehor lil uliedi. Toni, Charlie u
Carmen nirringrazzjakom tal-hidma taghkom u
mhux ser ninsewkom qatt sakemm nergghu
niltaqghu.

Ma kienx zmien fac¢li kemm ghalija kif ukoll
ghal shabi tal-kumitat b’'mod spe¢jali. Jigik il-
hsieb tghid issa jmiss lil xi hadd iehor! 1zda 1-
hajja trid tkompli u b’rieda soda saret hidma
biex ikun elett Kumitat Direttiv gdid biex
ikompli jmexxi lis-So¢jeta.

Dan il-Kumitat langas biss kien ghadu beda
jiffunzjona, li I-hidma fil-kazin kienet mwaqqfa
minhabba l-pandemija COVID-19. Ghall-ewwel
darba fl-istorja tas-so¢jeta, il-kazin kellu jaghlaq
il-bibien tieghu, wahda mill-mizuri biex
jitwaqqaf it-tixrid tal-virus. Wara kwazi xahrejn
ergajna ftahna l-bibien u qeghdin noperaw

WWW.I




Festa 2020

b’mod ristrett fejn ged niehdu 1-mizuri kollha li
jordnaw  l-Awtoritajiet  tas-Sahha  halli
nassiguraw li 1-kazin ikun post sigur ghal kull
min jattendi. Kburi li bhala banda u kor ergajna
bdejna I-kuncerti regolari waqt li nosservaw il-
protokolli kollha li johorgu l-Awtoritajiet tas-
Sahha. Nirringrazzja lill-bandisti u lill-membri
tal-Kor ghall-kuragg u l-appogg taghhom. Hekk
nuru li lesti nkomplu fil-hidma taghna b’risq il-
banda u I-kor.

Hbieb, din il-pandemija mhux biss gabet sfidi
ghas-sahha tal-poplu ingenerali, iZda gabet sfidi
godda fil-hajja ta’ kuljum, mhux l-inqas fit-
tmexxija tal-ghaqdiet muzikali. Nifhem li
mhuwiex zmien feli¢ci, huwa zZmien ta’ sfida,
izda dan mhux ser jaqtghalna galbna. Naghmel
appell biex kulhadd iqum ghall-okkazjoni,
nahdmu u naghtu s-sehem taghna halli I-
Ghagda Muzikali Imperial ikollha futur ahjar u
futur sabih. Grazzi lil kulhadd.
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Dario Vella
Sindku

Nixtieq nibda billi
nirringrazzja minn qalbi
lill-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial ta’ din I-
opportunita biex inwassal
il-messagg tieghi bhala Sindku tal-Mellieha fil-
ktejjeb li  s-Soc¢jeta  Muzikali Imperial
tippubblika ta’ kull sena fl-okkazjoni tal-festa.
Settembru ta’ kull sena jgib entuzjazmu kbir
minhabba li fil-Mellieha ni¢¢elebraw il-festa ta’
Marija Bambina (il-Vitorja). Din is-sena
b’'differenza minhabba ¢-¢irkustanzi relatati
mal-COVID-19, fejn l-attivitajiet qed isiru
limitati hafna u anke hemm minnhom li gew
mhassra. Bhala Kunsill naghtu I-kuragg lill-
ghaqdiet kollha lokali i naf kemm ikunu ged
iharsu 'l quddiem ghall-festa, din is-sena
b’differenza hdejn is-snin ta’ qabel, filwaqt li
nirringrazzjawhom tal-impenn taghhom matul
is-sena. L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial hija
ghaqda ohra fil-lokalita tal-Mellieha li matul is-
sena tahdem bla wagqfien. Din is-sena qed
ifakkru wkoll id-90 sena mit-twaqqif taghhom.

Disghin sena ta’ hidma b’risq il-komunita
Mellehija, u ta’ dan grazzi tal-impenn taghkom.
Minn qalbi nawguralkom izjed snin ta’ suc¢cessi
u hidma.

[1-hidma tal-Kunsill Lokali Mellieha matul din I-
ewwel sena ta’ din il-legizlatura kienet wahda bla
wagfien. Qed naghmlu dak kollu possibbli biex
inkomplu naghmlu lir-residenti kburin li jghixu
go dan ir-rahal. Ghalkemm mhux dejjem facli,
nirringrazzja lill-komunita kollha li dejjem
insibuha ta’ sapport. Waqt il-COVID-19 komplejna
naghtu servizz b’numru ta’ direttivi min-naha tal-
awtoritajiet u anke inizjattivi. Grazzi lill-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial kif ukoll ghaqdiet lokali ohra li
dejjem ikunu ta’ sapport kontinwu fil-hidma tal-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

Nixtieq naghlaq dan il-messagg billi, fismi u
fisem shabi 1-Kunsilliera kollha u l-istaff tal-
Kunsill, nirringrazzja lill-President is-Sur Josef
Borg u lil shabu kollha tal-hidma bla waqgfien
taghhom matul is-sena kollha u lill-familjari
taghhom tas-sapport. Nawgura l-festa t-tajba lil
kulhadd.

Heggu lil uliedkom jitghallmu
I-Muzika mal-Banda Imperial

i
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Arcipriet

Din is-sena kollox differ-
enti. Ma kinitx COVID-19
kemm hawdet nies! Qall-
bet kollox ta’ taht fuq -
inkwiet shih meta tara
tant mard u mwiet, ekonomiji gharkupptejhom,
skejjel maghluga u sahansitra l-quddies fil-
knejjes taghna kellu jieqaf. Anke l-istess festi
taghna sofrew.

Biss kultant anke mill-hazin jaf johrog it-
tajjeb u allura din is-sena, meta ser ikollna festa
ferm differenti mis-soltu, ejjew nahtfu I-
opportunita biex nirriflettu fuq il-fatt li 1-festa hi
fuq kollox festa religjuza u ghalhekk l-enfasi
prin¢ipali ghandha tkun fuq dak li hu pastorali u
spiritwali.

F’dan id-dawl xtaqt li nirriflettu flimkien fuq
tliet titli godda li 1-Papa Frangisku, dan l-ahhar
zied ghal wagqt il-Litanija tal-Madonna, jigifieri:

Omm il-Hniena, Omm it-Tama, Omm il-Migranti.

Omm il-Hniena. It-tema tal-hniena tispikka
b'mod kostanti fit-taghlim tal-Papa u jinsisti
maghna li din ghandha tkun il-pedament tal-
impenn u l-valuri li jmexxuna bhala Nsara. Il-
Papa jfakkarna li Alla li nemmnu fih ahna hu
Alla ta’ hniena bla tarf li jaghder u jahfer d-
dghufijiet u n-nuqqasijiet kollha taghna.
Ghalhekk il-Knisja li niffurmaw parti minnha
trid tirrifletti dil-hniena ta’ Alla I-Missier jekk
trid tkun awtentika ghall-missjoni taghha u
tappella ghall-bniedem tal-lum.

Omm it-Tama. Dan it-titlu nehtiguh hafna
fid-dinja tal-lum, fsoéjeta fejn tant nies ged
jersqu lejn il-vojt fhajjithom - hajjithom hi bla
sens - meta wkoll mhux lejn id-disperazzjoni.
Minkejja li l-livell ta’ ghajxien ghola u l-flus fl-
idejn zdiedu, zdied ukoll il-qtigh ta’ qalb u d-
dipressjoni. Din hi s-so¢jeta li sfortunatament
tilfet il-valur tat-tama u li ghalhekk spi¢cat tghix
negattivita sfrenata u dizilluzjoni kbira. Warrbet
lil Alla ghax tirraguna li m’ghandhiex bZzonnu u
kif wiehed seta’ jobsor, postu ma mlieh hadd.
Apparti dal-vojt spiritwali, hafna pajjizi huma
ghaddejjin ukoll minn sfidu¢ja shiha fil-
sikwit migjuba minn

makkinarju politiku

Kan Dun Joe Caruana

politikanti korrotti jew inefﬁkaéi li taht il-velu
ta’ governanza serja. F'din l-atmosfera nehtiegu
injezzjoni gawwija ta’ tama, allura l-Papa qed
jipproponilna lil Marija; dik li tatna lill-Fedde;j,
lis-Salvatur bhala l-kewkba ta’ filghodu, u hekk
terga’ taghtina dik it-tama li tlifna u 1li tant
ghandna bzonn: Omm it-Tama.

Omm il-Migranti. Fi Zmienna qed naraw
spluzjoni fdik 1li kienet realta prattikament
minn dejjem - il-mixja, kultant harba, ta’ ghadd
ta’ nies minn pajjiz twelidhom ghal pajjizi ohra.
Dan x’aktarx minhabba dizgrazzji naturali, il-
faqar, il-gwerra jew it-tama ta’ hajja ahjar.
Pajjizi li fughom jaslu bhala l-ewwel art,
fosthom Malta, gqed ihossuhom mgharrqin fin-
numru ta’ migranti. Dan qed johloq f'xi whud
antagonizmu jahraq kontra dawn il-migranti u
ged naraw fdiversi pajjizi fl-Ewropa tgholli
rasha politika favur il-lemin estrem li fl-ahhar
gwerra dinjija tatna l-Faxxizmu u n-Nazizmu.
Malta mhix mehlusa minn din il-pjaga. Dawn in-
nies jinsew li minn pajjizna stess telqu numru
ta’ migranti wkoll, uhud bis-sewwa u ohrajn
bid-dnewwa lejn Lixandra fl-Egittu, lejn Tunez,
lejn l-Ingilterra, lejn il-Kanada, 1-Amerika u I-
Awstralja. Tista’ tghid li kull familja fil-Mellieha
ghandha xi graba li kienu emigraw. Allura ahna
ghandna nkunu l-ahhar nies 1i messna
nappoggjaw politika ta’ intolleranza,
antagonizmu u vjolenza kontra nies hekk
vulnerabbli. Minflok ghandna nahdmu bis-shih
biex infittxu soluzzjoni gusta u dejjiema. Il-Papa
Frangisku, hu stess iben ta’ emigranti, jindirizza
din ir-realta kontinwament fid-diskorsi u t-
taghlim tieghu u dan it-titlu gdid fil-kullana ta’
titli lil dik li hi stess kellha tkun migranta, tahrab
mit-tiranija ta’ Erodi, ser jibga®’ monument
ghalih sakemm tibga’ tintalab it-talba tar-
ruzarju.

Jalla din is-sena, is-sena tal-COVID, ma
nibqghux narawha biss ghal dak li tellfitna
imma wkoll ghal dak li tatna - tliet titli ohra li
jixirqu lill-Patruna taghna.

[I-festa t-tajbal!
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Segretarju Generali

[s-suggett 1i kelli fmohhi
li nikteb dwaru din is-

sena fdawn il-faccati
originarjament kien
differenti minn dan li

gbadt hawnhekk, imma wara li hsibtha ftit
ghidt bejni u bejn ruhi li mhux se terga’ tigini
opportunita dagshekk fwaqtha biex nagbadha
fuqg hekk. Ovvjament qed nirreferi ghall-
COVID-19! Nittama li sas-sena d-diehla dan il-
famuz virus ikun biss memorja, wahda xejn
sabiha, imma haga tal-passat. Fl-istess waqt,
nahseb li bhala komunita tghallimna hafna
minn din il-maltempata qalila, u nittama li s-
settur tal-volontarjat ukoll ha taghlima jew
tnejn minn din l-esperjenza, fosthom fuq ir-
reziljenza. Kollox ward u zahar meta l-affarijiet
mexjin sew, imma xhin tiltaga’ mar-rih jonfoh
kontra b’sahhtu kollha, kemm ahna kapaci
nibgqghu ghaddejjin u ma neghrqux? U
mbaghad, wara li jghaddi kollox, kemm inkunu
kapac¢i li nqumu fuq saqajna malajr? Din hi r-
reziljenza li ged naghmel referenza ghaliha.

Bla dubju ta’ xejn, is-settur tal-volontarjat,
bhal tista’ tghid kwalunkwe settur iehor fil-
pajjiz, ha daqqga ta’ harta li mhux facli li jqum
minnha. Din il-pandemija ma konniex qed
nistennewha u langas ma konna qed
nippreparaw ghaliha, imma giet f'salt. Ftemp
ta’ ftit jiem minn mindu tfac¢éa l-ewwel kaz fil-
gzejjer taghna, inghalqu l-istituzzjonijiet
edukattivi kollha, u kull min hu involut fxi
kazin, fil-fond ta’ qalbna, anke jekk ma ridniex
nammettu, konna nafu li l-kazini kien se
jmisshom l-istess xorti f'qasir zmien. Hsibna li
se tkun difficli biex taghlaq il-bibien u tagbad
rutina differenti, imma fil-verita ftit konna nafu,
jew forsi ma ridniex naccettaw, li se tkun ferm
iktar difficli biex terga’ tiftah wara li jghaddi 1-
aghar.

Gerbbu l-granet, il-gimghat u sahansitra ix-
xhur, u fl-ahhar kellna l-opportunita li 1-kazini
jergghu jifthu bil-mod. Bhala kazin, ahna ftahna
mal-ewwel gurnata li kienet tippermetti 1-ligi,
imma mhux la kemm tiftah il-bibien. In-nies

Dr John Baptlst Gaua
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kien ghadhom beZghana xi ftit. Il-bidu dejjem
iebes. Sal-lum ghadna ma gejniex ghan-
normalita, allavolja wisq nibza’ li lanqas jien ma
naf x’inhi iktar din il-famuza “normalita gdida”.
Imma ghallinqas bdejna I-mixja, twila kemm hi
twila, biex nergghu ghal li konna ftit ilu.

Sadanittant, l-ispejjez li ghandu kazin bhal
taghna jibqghu hemm, forsi harira ingas minn
qabel. I1d-differenza l-kbira gieghda fid-dhul i 1-
ghagda ghandha. Ma’ shabi fil-kazini, kemm fil-
Mellieha u kif ukoll flokalitajiet ohra, nitkellem
u l-istess ghafsa qed ihossu. L-ghajnuna li ta u
qged jaghti 1-Gvern Centrali lill-kazini tal-banda
u lill-ghaqdiet volontarji kienet u ghadha vitali
u essenzjali, u ta’ dan ilkoll kemm ahna grati
hafna, imma Zgur li mhux bizzejjed. Ma nixtieqx
ninftiehem hazin - m’iniex nghid bl-ebda mod li
ged nistenna iktar ghajnuna diretta mill-gvern,
xejn affattu. Li qed nghid hu li hemm bzZonn li
kull ghaqda tqum fuq sagajha mill-aktar fis
possibbli sabiex terga’ tibda ddawwar ir-rota
taghha hi, minghajr xkiel u minghajr bsaten.
Intenni li mas-sahha tan-nies ma tistax ti¢cajta,
u dak hu prin¢ipju sagrosant, imma nibza’ li
f'¢irkostanzi bhal dawn hafna jinsew, jew forsi
jaghtu inqas importanza, lis-sahha mentali tal-
persuni. Personalment naf bil-wisq iktar nies li
tul dawn ix-xhur batew bl-ansjeta u disturbi
ohra mentali li jgibu maghhom l-iZolament u I-
bidla mir-rutina, minn kemm naf nies li mardu
bil-COVID. Ir-raguni ta’ dan probabilment hi li
jien involut fil-kazin, u naf nies li l-unika harga
taghhom hi li fxi hin matul il-gurnata jinzlu sal-
kazin jiltaqghu ma’ shabhom biex jghidu kelma,
u dan hu l-unika Zvog li ghandhom. Wara
kollox, il-kazini ghandhom dan ir-rwol ukoll,
irwol li hafna ma jaghtux kasu imma wiehed
importanti, irwol so¢jali.

Dan apparti r-rwol edukattiv tal-kazini tal-
banda, dak 1li jipprovdu taghlim tal-muzika
b’xejn fambjent sigur u b’dedikazzjoni liema
bhalha. Permezz tal-edukazzjoni muzikali ma
titghallimx biss “iddoqq il-banda”, imma tmur
iktar ’il boghod minn hekk. Ghandek fost ohrajn
it-taghlim artistiku, id-dixxiplina, ir-ritmu, I-
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opportunita li tisma’ lil ta’ madwarek, tahdem
ftim. B’xorti tajba, l-Ghaqda taghna mis-sena I-
ohra Kkellha ppjanat ghal din is-sena progett
sabiex nibdew nuzaw ferm iktar it-teknologija
fit-taghlim muzikali; dan grazzi ghal progett fl-
iskema “It-tahrig muzikali taz-zghazagh fil-
kazini tal-Banda, 2020”, amministrat mill-
Agenzija Zghazagh u mill-Ghaqda Nazzjonali
Kazini tal-Banda. Qatt ma kien il-hsieb taghna
li naqilbu kompletament it-taghlim ghall-mod
virtwali, imma ghallingas kellna l-ghodda biex
stajna naghmlu dan meta gejna Kkostretti li
naghmlu hekk minghajr wisq telf ta’ Zmien.
Kemm it-taghlim tat-teorija tal-muzika, kif
ukoll it-taghlim tal-prattika tal-istrument beda
jsir online. Ghad li nahseb li kien suécess, xorta
wahda, fl-opinjoni tieghi, ma jistax
jissostitwixxi ghalkollox it-taghlim
tradizzjonali. Imma hu x’inhu, dan ukoll serva
sabiex jaghti iktar reziljenza lill-Ghaqda taghna
u b’hekk ma waqafniex hesrem.

Ir-reziljenza ma tibbazax ruhha biss fuq
kemm ghandek finanzi fis-sod sabiex tkun
tista’ ma tfallix meta jinqala’ l1-ghawg. Hemm
ukoll element gawwi ta’ kemm l-ghaqda
volontarja tkun kapa¢i tkun dinamika biex
tilqa’ ghas-sitwazzjonijiet ~ li  jinbidlu
kontinwament, f'qasir zmien, minghajr hafna
avvizi jew daqq ta’ trombi. Ma nistghux
nibgghu nistennew li l-manna taga’ mis-sema,
ghallingas mhux il-hin kollu! Irridu niehdu li
nistghu mis-sitwazzjoni bl-intelligenza u 1-
hidma taghna, inharsu 'l quddiem b’vizjoni,

nibnu alleanzi godda ma’ setturi varji tas-
so¢jeta, u nahdmu halli I-futur ikun ahjar mill-
prezent u mill-passat. Irridu naghmlu I-parti
taghna kollha kemm ahna, u fl-istess hin ma
nistghux naslu li nac¢¢ettaw li jkun hawn min I-
importanza u l-istess ezistenza tal-ghaqdiet
volontarji jaghtiha bis-sieq. Ghax inkella jasal
iz-zmien li nghidu li darba f’pajjizna kien hawn
l-ghaqdiet volontarji, imma dawn kellhom
jaghlqu Il-bibien taghhom darba ghal dejjem,
jew minhabba 1-COVID, jew minhabba xi haga
ohra, mietu u ntesew. Ikun ghajb ghalina u ghal
ta’ warajna.

Ghaqda tkun reziljenti skont kemm tkun
investiet fil-passat fir-rizorsi taghha, kemm
dawk tangibbli, imma iktar importanti, ir-rizors
uman. Nahseb li 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
ilha ghal diversi snin tahdem fuq dawn I
ogsma, u ninsab cert li I-hsieb huwa li tkompli
fuq dawn il-passi. Haga minn ewl id-dinja, il-
metodi ta’ kif taghmel dan inbidlu matul is-
snin, u allahares ma kienx hekk. Fdawn l-ahhar
snin 1-Ghaqda investiet hafna hin u riZorsi biex
tibbenifika minn diversi skemi ta’ fondi u
twettaq progetti li jolqtu diversi aspetti li
jikkaratterizzaw il-hajja f'kazin tal-banda. Dan
ma sarx minghajr tbatija u minghajr sagrific¢ji,
imma b’hafna dedikazzjoni u impenn. Ghad
baga’ xi jsir? Dazgur, u mhux ftit, imma dak li
jaghmel l-Ghaqda taghna wahda reziljenti u
b’sahhitha sabiex tilga’ ghall-halel fil-maltemp
u twarrad meta jasal il-bnazzi.

[1-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd!

BEAUTY CLINIC
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Anthony Schembri
Segretarju Finanzjarju

Din is-sena ged nikteb
dawn il-kelmtejn
fatmosfera kompletament
differenti minn tas-snin ta’
gabel. Hija sensazzjoni
stramba li taf li gejja I-festa li tant inkunu ilna
nistennew, u qisu mhu gej xejn. Attivitajiet ta’
ukoll. Jinhass in-nuqqas ta’ xi haga li timmarka I-
kalendarju ta’ kull sena. Kwazi kwazi thossok
mitluf, ha nkunu dhalna fSettembru u lanqgas
biss indunajna. Bhal dawn iz-zminijiet il-Mellieha
tkun qged tfur bl-attivitajiet mat-toroq taghha u f
il-pjazza ewlenija. [llum, bahh!

L-attivitajilet li konna norganizzaw bi
preparazzjoni ghall-festa sparixxew mar-rih. U
dan ifisser ukoll li I-ftit dhul li ghaqda bhal
taghna kien ikollha gheb fix-xejn. L-ebda
introjtu mill-ikliet li jkunu organizzati fil-kazin
mill-kummissjonjiet, mill-barbecue
tradizzjonali tal-festa, mill-gbir bieb bieb ghad-
donazzjonijiet generuzi tal-poplu Melliehi, mix-
xalata tal-ghada tal-festa. Trid tara kif taghmel
u thabbel rasek sabiex tivvinta modi ohra biex
il-but ma jitgaxqaxx. Ghax, nghiduha Kkif inhi,
mhux facli 1i tlahhaq mal-ispejjez ta’ kazin
f'sitwazzjoni bhal din. Trid tahdem bil-ghaqal u
tara kif tista’ tkompli ghadde;.

Bhala ghaqdiet muzikali kulhadd dar dawra
sewwa madwaru u ghamel ezami dettaljat ta’
x'inhuma l-ispejjez vera essenzjali u naqqas
kemm seta’” minn dawk l-ispejjez li tista’
tghaddi minghajrhom. Bhala ghaqda, nista’
nistqarr li ahna ghamilna l-istess. Madanakollu,
ma qtajniex il-fondi ghall-affarijiet I-iktar
essenzjali ghal ghaqda muzikali, jigifieri t-

taghlim u l-prattika tal-muzika. Ghad illi bil-
kazin maghluqg, rajna kif naghmlu biex
inkomplu naghtu t-taghlim lill-aljievi taghna
minghajr hlas bhal dejjem. Malli kien se jerga’
jiftah il-kazin, rajna x’kienu l-affarijiet li kellna
nixtru sabiex inkunu konformi mal-protokolli
kollha tas-sahha 1li gew introdotti sabiex
inkomplu nikkumbattu din il-pandemija u fl-
istess hin nifthu l-kazin ghall-membri taghna.
Xhin l-awtoritajiet regghu taw il-permess biex
jiltagghu gruppi zghar, hadna l-opportunita
biex ergajna bdejna minghajr telf ta’ Zmien bil-
kuncerti ta’ kull gimgha tal-banda u l-kor. Biex
naghmlu dan, kellna nadattaw ghac-c¢irkostanzi
l-godda u ghamilna li kien hemm bZonn biex
nimxu mal-linji gwida hekk kif mibghuta mill-
Ghagda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda wara
konsultazzjonijiet mal-awtoritajiet tas-sahha
pubblika.

Dan kollu kien ifisser illi xi ftit jew wisq
dhalna ghal xi spejjez zejda biex stajna naghmlu
hekk, imma hassejna 1li dan kien kollu
investiment u mhux telf. Wara kollox, jekk
taqta’ I-banda, il-muzika u I-membri minn kazin
tal-banda tkun qtajt bi¢¢a kbira mill-iskop tal-
istess kazin. Hawnhekk nixtieq nirringrazzja
lill-Gvern li hareg idu biex jghin finanzjarjament
lill-ghaqdiet volontarji permezz ta’ diversi
skemi li hareg ghal dan il-ghan. Min-naha
taghna se nkomplu nahdmu sabiex il-Kazin
Imperial jibga’ jkun post sigur fejn il-membri
jiltagghu biex jitghallmu u jipprattikaw il-
muzika u jqattghu ftit hin fatmosfera rilassanti.

Nixtieq nawgura l-festa t-tajba lill-anzjani,
lill-emigranti u lill-Mellehin kollha.
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Insellmilkom! Din hija 1-

ewwel sena tieghi illi ged

nikteb fil-kariga ta

Direttur. Ma kinitx

decizjoni facli illi nidhol
ghal din il-kariga izda wara li l-predecessur
tieghi John Schembri ma kienx ser jerga’ johrog
ghal din il-kariga minhabba ragunijiet ta’ sahha,
u wara l-mewta tragika ta’ sehibna Charles Borg
li grat fil-bidu tas-sena, hassejt illi ghall-gid tal-
kazin ghandi nitfa’ n-nomina tieghi ghal Direttur.
Din is-sena ma tantx kienet sena facli ghall-
Ghaqda taghna ghax minbarra t-telfa ta’ Charles
Borg kellna t-telfa ta’ Carmen Cini, ezattament
nhar il-jum tal-funeral ta’ Charles, u aktar kmieni
t-telfa ta’ Anthony Grech, tliet hasdiet kbar ghall-
Ghaqda. U dan mhux biss, l-ghaliex fMarzu
faqqghet il-pandemija tal- COVID-19 li affettwat
lil kull individwu u so¢jeta!

F’dawn il-kelmtejn ser nkun qged nikteb fuq xi
xoghlijiet illi saru gewwa l-kazin matul din is-
sena.

Kien propju ftit wara li saret is-Seduta
Generali u gejt mahtur direttur meta fegget il-
pandemija COVID-19 u ghalhekk
sfortunatament bhal kwazi kull stabbiliment
iehor gewwa Malta, il-Kazin Kkellu jaghlag.
Kienet decizjoni ta’ diga illi tara Il-kazin
maghluq imma kienet direttiva mahruga mid-
Dipartiment tas-Sahha Pubblika li kull socjeta
riedet issegwi. Din il-pandemija Kkienet
esperjenza differenti minn kull haga ohra, I-
ghaliex anke jekk tkun qged titkellem mal-
anzjani jghidulek illi lanqas fi Zmien il-gwerra
ma kien ghalaq il-kazin. Izda kif jghidu, mill-
mitluf hu li tista’.

)’

Xammarna jdejna u bdejna xi xoghlijiet ta’
manutenzjoni gewwa l-kazin 1i kien wasal iz-
zmien li jsiru u li bil-kazin maghluq, kien iz-
Zmien opportun biex isiru ghax tkun tista’
tahdem iktar komdu. Flimkien ma’ xi membri
tal-Kummissjoni Zghazagh ix-xoghol beda;
dejjem rajna li waqt ix-xoghlijiet ma nkunux
izjed minn tliet persuni fl-istess hin biex xorta
zammejna mal-protokolli mahruga mid-
Dipartiment tas-Sahha. Ghall-ewwel bdejna bl-
arblu fejn dan gie xkatlat kompletament u
mizbugh mill-gdid. Komplejna s-sala tat-tieni
sular fejn din giet mizbugha kollha mill-gdid u
partijiet minnha rega’ sar kisi mill-gdid. Haga
tagla’ lill-ohra u komplejna biz-zbigh tat-
tromba tat-tarag u tat-tromba ta’ fuq, kif ukoll
ix-xaftijiet u l-faccata tat-tromba. Il-hadid tal-
gallarija ta’ wara kellu bZonn wkoll naqra
zebgha u ghalhekk sar ukoll.

Apparti xoghlijiet fuq il-binja nnifisha, kien
hemm il-htiega wkoll illi 1-legijiet 1i jintuzaw
ghall-banda jigu mizbugha u kien ghalhekk li kif
konna fiz-zifna dawn saru wkoll.

Dawn huma ftit mix-xoghlijiet illi saru waqt li
1-kazin kien maghluqg. Bhal kull xoghol iehor ta’
manutenzjoni, wara jkun imiss ukoll tindifa
sewwa u ghalhekk minn hawn nirringrazzja
fost ohrajn lin-nisa tal-Kummissjoni Banda u
Kor illi gew u taw daqqa t'id biex meta l-kazin
rega’ fetah il-bibien tieghu, dan kien nadif kif
jixraq.

Nixtieq nawgura l-festa t-tajba lill-Mellehin
kollha, lil shabi tal-Kumitat u lil dawk li ged
jagraw din il-pubblikazzjoni biex, fi¢-
c¢irkustanzi illi ninsabu fihom ilkoll, bi prudenza
xierqa niehdu pjacir flimkien.

Zuru |-website tal-Ghagda Muzikali Imperial
www.imperialbandclub.com
Segwu |-pagna facebook tal-Ghagda fuq
https://www.facebook.com/imperialAD1930
Ikkuntattjawna fuq
info@imperialbandclub.com
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Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial - i//-Mellieha
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Surmast Direttur

COVID-19

[I-wasla tal-pandemija

COVID-19 qalbitilna ta’

taht fuq il-mod ta’ kif

nghixu. Gara dak li qatt
ma hsibna jew bsarna li seta’ jigri. Filli konna
nghixu mod, filli mil-lum ghal ghada spi¢¢ajna

nghixu totalment mod iehor. Ghal kull wiehed u

wahda minna kien, u sa ¢ertu punt ghadu, Zmien

difficli. Bizzejjed jekk wiehed kien jasal sac-
centru ta’ fejn nghixu, il-Mellieha. Kien hemm
ghaddejja attivita religjuza, socjali, kulturali,
turistika u ekonomika, u fkemm tfaqqa’
subghajk waqaf kollox kif nghidu bil-Malti -
¢imiterju. Nistqarr li I-gheluq tal-Kazin Imperial
ghal xi gimghat wagqt il-pandemija kien mument
difficli hafna. Lanqas qatt ma ghaddieli minn
mohhi li dan gatt seta’ jigri. Hadd qatt ma bassar

li din is-sena ser nicc¢elebraw il-festa ta’ Marija

Bambina b’dan il-mod, minghajr dik il-hegga u 1-

entuzjazmu li kien ikun hemm fis-snin ta’ qabel.
Imma dan iz-zmien xejn facli kien ghalija

mument ta’ riflessjoni. Gharaft ...

e kemm huwa sabih li tghix fkomunita u li
nkunu altruwisti, fkelma wahda, nghinu u
nahsbu f’ xulxin;

e kemm huwa importanti li napprezzaw dak
kollu li ghandna madwarna, xejn ma gie mix-
xejn;

e kemm ghandna nkunu rikonoxxenti u nuru
apprezzament lejn dawk kollha li jaghtu l-hin
socjali u kulturali fir-rahal taghna;

e kemm nghixu f’'so¢jeta monotona kieku dawn
l-ghaqdiet ma jezistux;

e kemm ghandna tant tajjeb u sabih gewwa fina
u madwarna li minhabba 1-hajja mghaggla li
nghixu fiha, ninsewh jew ma naghtux kasu.

Toni, Charlie u Carmen

Insellem il-memorja tal-hbieb tieghi Toni,
Charlie u Carmen li ghaddew ghal hajja ahjar.
Nafhom kollha mill-qrib hafna. Ghandi memorji
sbieh taghhom li jmorru lura sa minn tfuliti.
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Ilkoll kellhom imhabba bla gies ghall-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial.

Lil Toni Grech niftakru snin twal ilu jdoqq il-
klarinett meta jien bdejt indoqq ghall-ewwel
darba. Ghamel snin twal idoqq il-klarinett mal-
Banda Imperial. Niftakru tajjeb jahdem bis-shih
fuq il-hadid tal-plancier l-antik biex ikun jista’
jizzanzan ghall-festa tal-Vitorja. II-Banda baqa’
jhobbha sal-ahhar nifs. Meta konna nkunu
naghmlu l-provi dejjem kien jittawwal. Kien
ikun fis-seba’ sema meta jara lit-tliet neputijiet
idogqu mal-Banda Imperial meta jkunu ghall-
btala f Malta.

Lil Charlie Borg, jew kif aktar konna nafuh
Charlie z-zghir, ilni nafu sa minn ¢kuniti. Ragel
genwin, generuz, li dejjem issibu lest biex jghin
minghajr daqq ta’ trombi. Kien ta’ ftit kliem

imma Kkellu mhabba Kkbira lejn I-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial. Serva wkoll fil-Kumitat
Direttiv. Meta kien joqrob xi programm

muzikali kien isibni u jistagsini x’'ghandi bZonn
gabel ma nitolbu jien, biex ikun jista’ jillesti
kollox minn qabel. Meta nkunu qeghdin
narmaw ghall-programm Kkien jitlaq l-ahhar
wiehed. Ma jitlagx qabel ma jkun cert li kollox
jinsab kif ippjanajna u li kollox gieghed sew. Ma
kienx jistrieh qabel jghaddi kollox b'wi¢¢ il-gid.
Ta’ dan kollu nroddlu hajr.

Lil Carmen ilni natha sa minn meta kont tifel
¢kejken. Lil huti u lili kienet tqisna parti mill-
familja taghha. Mara dhulija u generuza
immens. Dejjem niftakarha tahdem u tirsisti,
dagga b’'mod u daqga b’'mod iehor, imma
b’ghan wiehed 1i tghin lill-kazin. Minbarra li
serviet kemm fil-Kumitat tan-Nisa kif ukoll
bhala membru fil-Kumitat Direttiv, lil Carmen
kont issibha ghalkollox. Min jaf kemm tlabtha
biex tkun compere waqt il-programmi muzikali
(gieli anke fl-ahhar hinijiet) u dejjem qaltli iva.
Ghalkemm ma Kkinitx membru fil-Kummissjoni
Banda u Kor, impenjat ruhha sal-ahhar biex
tghin waqt l-attivitajiet ta’ gbir ta’ fondi
organizzati mill-istess kummissjoni. Ta’ dan
jien grat hafna lejha.
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L-Universita

Din is-sena temmejt kors ta’ sentejn Diploma
in Wind Band Studies. Dan il-kors 1li huwa
organizzat mid-Dipartiment tal-Muzika fi hdan
l-Universita ta’ Malta bil-kollaborazzjoni tal-
Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda, huwa
maghmul specifikament ghal dawk li jixtiequ
jinvolvu ruhhom fi rwoli muzikali fi hdan il-

-
IMPORTS

FOR YOUR HEALTH AND NATURAL WELL-BEING
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Marianna
Stationery

Pjazza tal-Parrocca
lI-Mellieha
Tel: 21 523468 / 21 522267

Issibu: Gazzetti, Cards,
Stationery, Rigali,
Ganutell, Pergamano, ECC.
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baned Maltin. Kien kors tassew interessanti.
Nixtieq inrodd hajr lill-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial li kienu l-isponsors tieghi ghal dan il-
kors.

Fl-ahhar nett, aktar minn qatt qabel nixtieq
nirringrazzja lil kull min ta l-kontribut tieghu
spe¢jalment fdan iz-Zmien tant difficli, biex
minkejja kollox il-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial

e-mail:
czimportsltd@gmail.com

b
Tel: 9947 5258

SANTA MARIA
Service Station

Prop. B. & O. Farrugia

Car wash
Valeting
Internal Steam
Vulcanising & Wheel Balancing
Batteries & Car Accessories
Car Repairs & Servicing

w.imperialbandclub.com
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Ryan Mlcallef

Ghaddiet sena ohra mill-
festa tal-Vitorja, sena li
bdiet bhala wahda
impenjattiva ferm mimlija
b’hafna xoghol ippjanat
l-ghagda taghna. Wara I-festa, il-

b’risq
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor bdiet timpenja ruhha
f'attivitajiet diversi organizzati minnha u minn
ferghat ohra fi hdan 1-Ghaqda. Fost dawn insibu

I-Festa tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha, ‘Jum it-
Tifkira’ fejn fiha nfakkru I-memorja ta’ shabna li
rhewlha ghal hajja ahjar, u l-attivitajiet tal-
Milied. Il-qofol ta’ dan tal-ahhar kienu I-
programm tal-Milied nhar 1-14 ta’ Dicembru fis-
sala tal-kazin u programm iehor li sar fil-Pjazza
tal-Parrocca lejlet il-Milied.

Minn hemm bdew it-thejjijiet ghall-
programm ta’ Hadd il-Palm li mbaghad
sfortunatament kellu jithassar flimkien mal-
wirja ‘I¢-Cahda’ 1i  kellha tittella’ mill-
Kummissjoni Zghazagh minhabba I-pandemija
tal-COVID-19. Minn hemm, flimkien ma’ nies

Membru, Kummissjoni Banda u Kor

ohra, il-Kummissjoni bdiet taghti sehem
fxoghol ta’ manutenzjoni fil-kazin. Ghalhekk,
f'dan iz-Zmien xejn facli stajna nutilizzaw il-hin
biex isir xoghol bZonjuz li minnu jibbenefika I-
kazin u l-membri tieghu. B’hekk wiehed jista’
jinnota Kkif filwaqt li ttiehdu l-prekawzjonijiet
kollha mehtiega, is-sehem taghna fil-kazin ma
waqafx u fortunatament nistghu nghidu li sar
hafna xoghol li kien ilna nixtiequ jsir.

Hekk kif is-sitwazzjoni kienet tidher li
gieghda ti¢c¢ara, il-kuncert ta’ kull gimgha rega’
ha postu fuq il-bejt tal-kazin biex filwaqt 1i tigi
preparata I-muzika, il-Banda tibga’ attiva avolja
ikkaratterizzata b’certi mizuri li jassiguraw
igjene shiha kontra l-virus. Sfortunatament,
dawn is-siltiet mhux ser ikunu jistghu jigu
esegwiti ghall-komunita minhabba fizjed
restrizzjonijiet tal-massa 1li ddahhlu gewwa
pajjizna fdawn l-ahhar gimghat.

Nittamaw 1i s-sena d-diehla jkollna festa
ikbar u isbah ad unur ta’ Marija Bambina!

[1-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd.

Heggu lil uliedkom jitghallmu
I-Muzika mal-Banda Imperial

gem;qe ’s ‘BaKery

22, Main Street, Mellieha
Tel: 21 520685

www.imperialbandclub.com 23
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Cab & Minibus Services

» Chauffeur Driven Cab/Minibus Service « Corporate Event Transport Service
» Exclusive Airport Transfer * Exclusive Individual Tours
* Wedding Transport Organisers « Any Occasion Transport Providers

Cab Service to all local destinations 24/7 m
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Damin Vella

Din is-sena, ha tibga’
mfakkra bhala wahda
mill-aktar snin ibsin ghas-
so¢jeta Maltija. Il-kazini
tal-banda huma whud
mill-aktar li gew affettwati ghax minhabba s-
sitwazzjoni li geghdin fiha, ahna ma stajniex
inkomplu  bir-rutina tas-soltu, u Kkellna
nippruvaw nadattaw ghas-sitwazzjoni li gejna
fiha.

Ahna, il-Kummissjoni  Zghazagh, bhal
kwalunkwe kummissjoni fi hdan ghaqdiet ohra,
kellna nikkancellaw bosta attivitajiet li kellna
ppjanati. Il-wirja bl-isem ‘I¢-Cahda’ kienet diga
waslet fi preparamenti avvanzati meta kellna
nikkancellaw il-ftuh taghha ghal din is-sena. Ma
nistax ma nirringrazzjax lil dawk kollha li kienu
ha jkunu involuti fil-wirja, fosthom Edmund u
Ganni Camilleri, John Sammut u I-Grupp
Organizzattiv Mejda tal-Appostli Mellieha AD
1980, Michael Cauchi, Vince Parnis, Carmen
Vella, Carl Caruana minn Caruana Lighting
Decorations, John Vic Borg, Nicolette Borg, Gary
Fenech, Isaac Vella, il-Kor Imperial, il-Kumitat

: janljlt )S|
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Chairperson, Kummissjoni Zghazagh

Direttiv u shabi z-zghazagh. Jekk imur kollox kif
inhu ppjanat, is-sena d-diehla jkollna wirja
akbar u aqwa. Fost l-attivitajiet li kellna
nikkancellaw matul din is-sena kellna bosta
ikliet preparati, boat trip kif ukoll l-attivitajiet
tal-festa. Inharsu 'l quddiem biex norganizzaw
dawn l-attivitajiet meta Z-zmien ikun xieraq u
dan ikun jista’ jsir minghajr ebda riskji.
Nassigurawkom li 1-Kummissjoni ma waqfitx
tahdem matul dan iz-Zmien u Zammejna I-
kuntatt ma’ xulxin b’'mod online.

Qabel naghlaq nixtieq nirringrazzja lil shabi
z-zghazagh talli meta jkun hemm bzZonn dejjem
issibhom biex ixammru l-kmiem u flimkien
inkomplu nahdmu ghall-Ghagqda taghna.
Nirringrazzja wkoll lill-Kumitat Direttiv u lil
dawk kollha li b’xi mod jew iehor jghinu lill-
kummissjoni taghna biex nimxu 'l quddiem.

Nixtieq nawgura l-festa t-tajba lill-Mellehin
kollha u s-sahha lil kulhadd. Dan iz-zZmien
difficli ha jghaddi u nqumu aktar b’sahhitna
minn qatt qabel. Shabna li jinsabu fis-sema zgur
li ged iharsuna u jkomplu jimlewna bil-kuragg.

Viva Marija Bambina u Viva I-Banda Imperial!

ID-DROGA TEQIRDEK...

Hajtek f’idejk... TITLIFHIEX!!

CLD

Caxuana Light Decorations

Mob:-7984-5121

www.imperialbandclub.com 25
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Fight24

It's a year of change - But change can also be for the better.

A fresh start. Even for your home. Eight24 is a bespoke property
planning, design and turnkey service covering from A to Z of
your project needs. From the drawing board to the cushion
covers and everything else in between. Delivered on time and
on budget. It’s time to enjoy your space.

info@eight24.mt | +356 2752 1035 | +356 7982 6535 | 68, Triq is-Saghtar, Mellieha | www.eight24.mt
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How strange life is these
days. From a most
successful festa concert
at the beginning of last
September with the joy
and fun of bands marching, the choir singing
and the glittering displays of fireworks, to the
now empty rehearsal room, silence, and the
fear of meeting up again. My little family of
lovely ladies who love to sing - when will we
sing together again?

We were flying high after our annual
concert in the square. The choir gained a new
member when Jan Gauci joined the sopranos
and how she loved singing in her first festa
concert! We then sang at a concert with the
band for il-Festa tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha at
the end of September and, even though Geoff
and I had booked a long holiday down-under
during October and November, the ladies
were still kept busy. They sang at the
remembrance service in the Parish Church
and, later in the month, sang at the mass in the
lovely Monastery of St Catherine in Valletta
with Miriam Muscat kindly stepping in to
rehearse the ladies and play the organ during
the service.

When we returned from our travels early in
December, it was full on for Christmas. A joint
concert at the band club with the band on the
14th was followed by our usual carols and
Christmas songs at the Paradise Bay Hotel on
the 19t and at The Maritim Antonine Hotel on
the 26th. We also took part at Milied Melliehi
on the 22nd of the same month on a very windy
night that set the whole pavilion shaking and
billowing. All was prepared for an exciting
2020 with a visiting ladies choir from
Doncaster coming to us in May for a joint
concert (with the hope that they would host
us over in the UK in the near future), together
with taking part at the opening of the Easter
exhibition at the Club and the annual Palm
Sunday concert at the Parish Church. It was
not to be.
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The year 2020 started with two funerals. It
was, perhaps, a portent of what was to follow.
We lost two wonderful members from our
Imperial Band Club committee, Charlie Borg
and Carmen Cini, within a few days of each
other.

Rehearsals continued as we put together
our beautiful pieces for the Palm Sunday
concert. Then, on March the 7t, another
funeral. A true gentleman and musician, Mro
Joseph Sammut, passed away. The world was
by now slipping into a dark time with the
virus spreading like wildfire. We stopped
rehearsing on the 12th of March and the club
shut its doors to music-making for the first
time in its history on March the 18th,

Our concerts were cancelled one by one as
Malta went into lockdown. Our gorgeous
music for the Palm Sunday concert was never
heard. The choir from Doncaster pulled out of
their tour. Our traditional Maltese concert for
the celebration of San Gwann tal-Hgejjeg did
not happen and, of course, the hard work
towards a festa programme was never started.
A small ray of hope came when the band club
opened its doors again on the 22nd of May. The
band started rehearsing again on the 6t of
July and we had a meeting on the 9t of July,
agreeing to start rehearsing the following
Thursday up on the roof in the open air. It
worked well until the number of COVID-19
cases started to soar again. Now we are back
to no rehearsals. The singing has stopped
again. We are so disappointed.

I would like to share this post from
Facebook with you as it reflects many things I
feel about the choir. It was posted by Joseph
Woolf, an American music teacher, who had
set an online assignment to his students to
define a choir. This is what he wrote to me
when I asked for permission to share the post.

Tm so glad you found Chloe's writing as
inspiring as I did. Chloe has given her permis-
sion to use her writing. The more that hear
her message the better.’

WWW.I
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Choir - by Chloe

If you had asked me what choir was 7
years ago, I would have told you that it was
a bunch of people singing a song that they’d
practiced.

If you had asked me what a choir was 5
years ago, I would have told you that it was
a bunch of people having fun learning songs
and then performing them.

If you had asked me what a choir was 4
years ago, I would have told you that it was
a bunch of people working together on
songs, even when they didn’t feel like it, and
even when they had bad days, and creating
something beautiful. I would have told you
that it was what I wanted to do in my life,
but I didn’t think I was good enough to.

If you had asked me what a choir was 2
years ago, I would have told you that it was
a bunch of people that worked on a
collection of pieces and tried to sing them
exactly right so that the judges would like
their performance. 1 would have told you
that you could only be as good as the choir
you were in.

If you had asked me what a choir was 1
year ago, 1 would have told you that it was a
group of people that spent hours together
perfecting music, and working to make
people feel something when you sang that
music. I would have told you that this is a
group of people that are bonded together by
the emotional connections they find with a
song, and that, even though they might not

all see eye to eye or be the best of friends,
they are one.

Today I can tell you that a choir is a
family. A choir is a family that is held
together not by mutual interests or blood,
but by a love of music. A choir is a family
that has bonded over the hearts they have
poured into their music, a family that may
not always like each other but always loves
each other, and a family that doesn’t give up
on anyone. I would have told you that a
choir is one of the things I have done with
my life, and that my choir family has faced
disappointment and heartache and fear and
that maybe we still are. Maybe there isn’t a
single guarantee that we will ever sing
together again, and maybe our last
performance together already passed and
we didn’t know. But I don’t believe that.
Because a choir is more than just a bunch of
people singing a song they’ve practiced. It is
hours and days and months and years of
commitment all built on top of itself and no
virus is going to change that.

I don’t know who you are Chloe, but you
know exactly what it is to be a part of
something so special as a choir. Stay safe my
lovely ladies. Thank you for all the time and
commitment you give to our choir. I wish you,
your families, and all who support the Imperial
Band Club all the very best for the future, and
in particular for whatever these strange times
may bring us.

%
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Interested in joining the Imperial Choir?

New Members Welcome!

Contact us on info@imperialbandclub.com

rialbandclub.com
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Ghalliem tal-Muzika

Xi dnub! L-attivitajiet li
kellna ppreparati ghal din
is-sena, spec¢jalment dawk
tal-festa ghaziza taghna
spi¢caw fix-xejn tort tal-
COVID-19. Pero, ghalkemm geghdin nghixu sit-
wazzjoni straordinarja qed naghmlu hilitna
kollha sabiex fi¢-cirkostanzi l-ispirtu tal-festa
nzommubh haj kemm nistghu.

Bil-pandemija tiddomina sa minn nofs Marzu
li ghadda, I-Ghaqda taghna rnexxielha tibga’
ghaddejja, ghalkemm b’'mod limitat. II-
preparamenti ghall-kunc¢ert ta’ Hadd il-Palm
kienu fl-aqwa taghhom sakemm il-pandemija
waqqfitna hesrem. It-taghlim tal-muzika baqa’
ghaddej permezz tal-mezzi teknologi¢i online u
bl-impenn taghna l-ghalliema mmexxija mis-
Surmast Tonio Borg u bil-koperazzjoni tal-
istudenti u Il-genituri taghhom. Din it-
teknologija ghallmitna hafna kif nadattaw
rwiehna fit-taghlim b’'mod differenti minn dak

tradizzjonali u l-istudenti taghna xorta wahda
ged juru l-progress mixtieq. Jehtieg li nkomplu
nsibu Il-bilan¢ bejn il-bZonn li nharsu s-sahha
taghna fizika u mentali, filwaqt li naraw li I-
Ghaqda taghna tibga’ hajja u attiva mil-lat kul-
turali, so¢jali u edukattiv.

Niehu Il-okkazjoni sabiex nirringrazzja lill-
Kumitat, lill-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor, lis-
Surmast Direttur, lill-ghalliema l-ohrajn kollegi
tieghi u lill-istudenti taghna flimkien mal-
partitarji u l-ammiraturi ghall-hidma u I-
impenn taghhom fdan iz-Zmien difficli. Grazzi
specjali tmur ukoll lis-Sur John Baptist Gauci
(Segretarju) ghall-impenn tieghu biex jikkordi-
na lagghat maghna l-ghalliema b’'mod virtwali
fl-interess taghna u tal-istudenti sabiex ma
jiggammijax kollox. Ejjew nimpenjaw ruhna
matul din il-maltempata sabiex nikkontrollaw
kemm nistghu kull ostaklu halli nohorgu iktar
b’sahhitna meta jigi 1-bnazzi!

[1-festa t-tajba.
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Opening hours:
Mon — Tues 06.00 — 18.00
Wed 06.00 — 13.00
Thurs - Fri 06.00 — 18.00
Sat 06.00 — 14.00
Sun Closed

Go Go
MINI MARKET

Mario & Joanne Vella

Snajjin Street

Mellieha, Malta

Tel: 21521445 Free Deliveries
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Music Teacher

When Julie and I first came
to Malta, one of the first
things we noted was that
very few surnames were
available. We know better
now, but it appeared that everyone was called
Borg, Camilleri, Vella, Farrugia, Zammit, Galea,
Micallef, Grech, Attard, Spiteri, or Azzopardi.
Everyone knew where their family was from
(Cini from Zebbug, Xuereb from Ghajnsielem,
Aquilina from Gharghur), knew whether their
names were originally Semitic, Romance, or
British, and knew who all their relatives were - in
amazing detail!

Then I began thinking about the problems I
had tracing my own family tree. The top five
surnames in Wales are Jones, Davies, Williams,
Evans, and Thomas. My parents were Thomas
and Jones so probably not a good start. They
came from the same village and, as my research
has continued, I found that the vast majority of
my family came from within a range of only
13km (no wonder I feel at home in Malta).
Shouldn’t that make it easier? Unfortunately, no.
So what are the problems?

Unlike Malta where surnames have obvious
meanings (Chetcuti, Buttigieg, Busuttil, Vella) or
even England (Taylor, Wright, Smith, Farmer), in
Wales surnames are mostly first names. So in my
family tree there is a Thomas Thomas, Evan
Evans, David Davies (seven times!), and John
Jones (at least five). The composer of the famous
Welsh hymn-tune Aberystwyth is known as
William Williams (Pantycelyn) to differentiate
him from all the other William Williamses!

As an aside, it is worth noting that many
countries, Wales included, use the son-of or
daughter-of patronymic. In most countries this is
quite straightforward. Iceland won their first
Oscar  through the composer  Hildur
Ingveldardéttir Gudnadoéttir and her score for
The Joker. She is Hildur, daughter of Ingveldur
(Gudrtn Olafsdéttir) and Gudni (Franzson).
Many countries have the suffix -s (Roberts), -es
(Pires), -z (Hernandez), -x (Hendrix), son
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(Thomson), sen (Petersen), all of which mean
son. In the UK there are prefixes too: Mac-
(Mackenzie - son of Kenneth) and Fitz- (Fitzroy -
son of the king).

However, in Wales we had a problem: the
English! After the Laws in Wales acts of 1535 and
1542, Welsh was ‘downgraded’ as a language.
Henry VIII tried to eradicate Welsh and parts of
the 1535 Act relating to the Welsh language were
finally repealed only in 1993! Until the time of
Henry VIII, the Welsh used nicknames or
patronyms, using mab (son). As an example of
the effect of this, the patronyms ap Robert, ab
Ieuan, ap Hugh, ap Rhys, ap Richard, ap Owain,
and ap Hywel gradually became Probert, Evans,
Pugh, Price, Pritchard, Bowen, and Powell. The
spelling of these and many other names changed
over time.

So, by the time we had official censuses they
were taken in English, often by people who had
no Welsh, and the resulting spelling mistakes are
a source of frustration for those of us trying to
track down particular names. Add to that the
changing pronunciation and you have a real
recipe for disaster. One example in my family
tree is the name Mainwaring. This is an old name
from Le Mesnil Varin (the manor of Varin), some
25km NW of
Rouen. It can be
pronounced and
spelled
Mainwaring,
Manwaring,
Mannering  or
even Mandry. All
four  spellings
appear in my
family tree and
some members
of the same
generation
differed in their
choices. This is
just one
example. Now,

My great-great-
grandmother

WWW.I
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imagine someone who only spoke English
writing down Maltese names. We had the same
problem with Welsh. This is a language with an
alphabet of 29 letters, including 7 vowels and 8
digraphs. Can you imagine the fun with places
like Porthyrhyd, Bancffosfelen, or streets such as
Heol Llethryd or Maesyfelin?

There are many other errors on censuses due
to lack of literacy (my father’s grandmother
signed her wedding certificate with a cross), or
lack of understanding (you had to state if you
spoke Welsh, English, or both; what if you didn’t
understand the question?), or vanity - especially
over women'’s ages. Some people were known by
diminutives or other variations (e.g. Nellie
instead of Helen, Maggie instead of Margaret),
some used their second or third name then used
an abbreviation (thank you Auntie Freda), some
pretended to get married, or remarried, or
moved away to be married or give birth, for
various reasons! Some census-takers had
beautiful copperplate handwriting, others an
illegible scrawl. Online records are scanned and
‘read’ by machine which can waste hours in
detective work. Even gravestones and
newspaper reports have errors, especially in
ages and dates. My mother’s cousin died
tragically young at the age of 8 years but the
headstone states 9 years; it was only the fact that
she had an unusual first name that enabled me to
find so much out about her.

Children were often named after the last
relative to die (this applied to both my parents),

after their father (mum’s grandfather, great-
grandfather, and great-great-grandfather were
all David), or after their grandfather (between
1660 and 1766 1 have Edward, John, Edward,
John). It is so easy to get mixed up when the
names in three, four, or even five generations are
exactly the same.

Occasionally you get surprises when doing
family research. The village where my parents
grew up erected a memorial in 2002 (picture
above) to those who died in a mining tragedy
some 150 years previously. This provided the
final evidence I needed for two brothers who
had died in 1852. More recently, I received an
email totally out of the blue from someone in
Australia who was researching her family tree
and discovered a link to mine and she asked for
my help. It transpired that the father of two of
my cousins had had a brother no-one knew
anything about. He’d been born out of wedlock,
brought up by relatives and, at the age of 13, was
shipped off to Australia. He never forgave his
family, but his descendants are now back in
touch with a family they didn’t know existed.

Write down your family history while you
remember it and while your family are still alive.
[ really do wish I'd asked more questions years
ago. It’s too late when they've passed on. It can
be hard work tracing your family, but worth it.
As a bit of relief, I thought I'd tackle Julie’s family
tree. “What's your mum’s maiden name?” I
asked. “Thomas,” she replied, “and her mum was
Jones.”

TRYChINEB 1852 01SASTER

ER COF AMY GLOWYR A GOLLODD EU BYWYDAU O DAN Y DDAEAR YM
MHWLL GLO Y GWENDRAETH, PONTYBEREM. NOS LUN 10 MAI 1852

STEPHEN JONES-28
THOMAS RICHARDS 27
JOHN HARRIES-13
DAVID HARRIES 1O
DAVID WILLIAMS 24
JOSEPH WILLIAMS-22
GRIFFITH LEWIS 17

RHYS DAVIES 416
WILLIAM HUGHES 50
JOHN HUGHES 20
DAVID REES-32
EDWARD THOMAS-32
EVAN THOMAS19

DAVID AUBREY-28
DANIEL AUBREY 26
MORCAN GRIFFITHS-I7
GEORGE EVANS-22
DAVID EVANS-20
DAVID WILKINS 16
DANIEL WILKINS-15

DAVID THOMAS 16
AM THOMAS-IS

WILLY/
DAVID JONES-50
JOHN EVANS40

T S—

IN MEMORY OF THE MINERS WHO LOST THEIR LIVES UNDERGROUND IN
THE GWENDRAETH COLLIERY, PONTYBEREM, MONDAY NIGHT 10 MAY 1852

CWEDDIWN AM
ADWEDED |

Photograph of the memorial in Pontyberem used by kind permission of Mick Lobb

perialbandclub.com
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SALA IMPERIAL

*** mghammra b’arja kundizzjonata * * *

|deali ghal kull tip
ta’ riceviment, bhal
tal-Maghmudijiet,
tal-Pracett, tal-
Grizma, tal-
Engagements u tal-
Anniversarji

Tintrama ukoll
ghal konferenzi,
workshops U
seminars

Jekk ged tipprepara ghal xi attivita soéjali,
kelimna u tohrog sodisfatt zgurl!

Ghal aktar informazzjoni, avvic¢inaw lill-membri tal-Kumitat

Tel.: 21 520 536
e-mail; info@imperialbandclub.com
facebook: fb.me/imperialAD1930
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Messagg m|II-

Joseph C. Azzopardi

Hbieb, il-festi jigu kull
sena u nhejju ghalihom
bil-kbir. ~ Din  is-sena
differenti mill-passat. II-
pandemija gerfxet lil kull
settur u strata tas-so¢jeta. Imma 1-Ghaqda
baqghet attiva, u flimkien f'diskussjoni mal-
Awtorita tal-Knisja, instabet triq onorabbli kif
niccelebraw il-festa tal-qaddisa taghna b'mod
ridott. Nappella biex nimxu mad-direttivi tal-
Kurja u tal-Ghagda biex bla eccessi u bi spirtu
Nisrani naghtu gieh u qima lill-qaddisa wagqt il-
pellegrinaggi 1i (sal-hin li ged nikteb dan il-
messagg) ghandhom isiru.

L-Ghaqda, apparti li hadmet mill-qrib mal-
Knisja, hadmet ukoll mal-Gvern biex il-kazini
taghna nghataw ghajnuna biex taghmel tajjeb
ghall-flus li tilfu jew spejjez li dahlu ghalihom.
Dan billi giet mahluga l-Iskema COVID-19
Kazini tal-Banda. F’din l-iskema, il-Gvern ta
€200,000 li gew mgassma lis-socjetajiet
muzikali b’'mod ugwali. Nixtieq nirringrazzja
lill-kumitati kollha li sabu I-hin sabiex niltagghu
maghhom b’'mod virtwali u flimkien

Nota editorjali

L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tixtieq tiehu din I-

Segretarju Generali - Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda

iddiskutejna l-isfidi 1i s-soc¢jetajiet taghna sabu
fi Zzmien il-pandemija.

Bil-hidma tal-Ghaqda hargu diversi fondi
ohra li jkopru ogsma diversi. Nittama li dawk
elegibbli japplikaw u jimxu strettament mal-
linji gwida.

[1-kazini ghad baqghalhom gheruq sodi f'kull
belt u rahal, u xorta ghad baqa’ lok ghal xiex
jaghtu kontribut kulturali u muzikali fis-snin li
gejjin. Nittama li ghalkemm ser nirtira, nibqga’
nsegwi dak li jkun qed isehh fl-Ghaqda. Ma
nixtieqx nara jinhatt dak li b'tant impenn
hdimna ghalih matul is-snin.

Naghlaq billi nsellem lid-dirigenti tal-kazini
kollha, li ghal bosta snin hdimt maghhom fil-
qrib. Grazzi tal-appogg 1i tajtuni u I-
koperazzjoni li sibt. Tafu li ghaddejt minn
esperjenza Xejn pjacevoli u ghadni ma gejtx
f'sikkti. Kontra qalbi se jkolli nsellmilkom u
nirtira; pero nittama li nkun nista’ naghti
sehem modest jekk Alla jrid nirkupra xi ftit.
Hudu hsieb i¢¢elebraw b’'mod dinjituz, biex fil-
futur mal-Kurja nibqghu ntejbu r-relazzjonijiet
ghall-gid tal-qasam tal-festi.

opportunita sabiex tirringrazzja lis-Sur Joseph C.
Azzopardi tas-snin twal ta’ hidma li ghamel b’risq il-
kazini tal-banda, fejn serva ghal ghoxrin sena shah
bhala Segretarju Generali tal-Ghagda Nazzjonali
Kazini tal-Banda. F’dan il-perjodu, I-Ghaqda li ahna
membri taghha ghamlet passi ta’ ggant il quddiem
u flimkien mad-diversi Kumitati Ezekuttivi li hadem
fi hdanhom rajna l-isem tas-so¢jetajiet muzikali
Maltin u l-qasam bandistiku Malti jkomplu jiksbu r-
rispett li jixirgilhom. Minn qalbna nawgurawlu s-
sahha u I-fejqan f'dan iz-zmien tant difficli.

Grazzi JC!
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Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial - i//-Mellieha
Festa 2020

23 t‘Awwissu 2019 - Barbecue tal-festa fil-
Pjazza tal-Parrocca.

27 t Awwissu 2019 - Tombla specjali tal-festa
organizzata mill-Kumitat Nisa tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial.

29 t‘Awwissu 2019 - Kuncert generali tal-
Programm tal-Festa mill-Banda u I-Kor
Imperial fis-Sala tal-Kazin taht id-direzzjoni tas-
Surmast Direttur Mro Anthony Borg.

30 t'‘Awwissu 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat hadet sehem fi¢-celebrazzjoni religjuza
fil-Knisja Ar¢ipretali fl-okkazjoni ta’ ‘Jum I-
Ghaqdiet Civiéi’.

30 t'‘Awwissu 2019 - Laqgha socjali ghall-
emigranti Mellehin fl-okkazjoni tal-festa tal-
Vitorja.

31 t'‘Awwissu 2019 - Festa Gathering
organizzata mill-Kummssjoni Zghazagh fil-
Kazin.

31 t‘Awwissu 2019 - Il-President u s-
Segretarju Generali hadu sehem fil-programm
‘Mill-Briju tal-Festi 2019’ fl-istudios ta’ ONE
Radio fil-Marsa.

1 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet il-festin tal-festa fil-Kazin tal-
Partit Laburista tal-Mellieha.

1 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet il-Programm Vokali u
Strumentali tal-Festa mtella’ mill-Ghaqda Korali
u Orkestrali Marija Bambina.

2 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Programm Vokali u
Strumentali mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial taht id-
direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur Mro Anthony
Borg fil-Pjazza tal-Parro¢¢a. Wara sar
riceviment fis-Sala tal-Kazin.

3 ta' Settembru 2019 - Ri¢eviment fil-Kazin
ghall-Kumitati, bandisti, u membri tal-Kor,
flimkien mal-familjari taghhom.

4 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Mar¢ mill-Banda
Imperial li beda minn Triq 1-Gherien u spicca
f'Misrah il-Parrocca.

4 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet il-Programm Muzikali mtella’
fl-okkazjoni tal-festa mis-Societa Filarmonica
La Vittoria.

5 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet il-festin tal-festa organizzat
mill-Ghaqda

Kaceaturi u Nassaba

Konservazzjonisti Mellehin fil-Mellieha Sports
Club.

5 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Marc¢ mill-Banda L'Isle
Adam tar-Rabat, Malta, li beda minn Triq N.
Caruana Dingli u spic¢¢a fMisrah il-Parrocca.

5 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Grupp ta’ zghazagh
membri tal-Ghagda Muzikali Imperial hadu
sehem  what ic¢-celebrazzjoni fil-Knisja
Arc¢ipretali fl-okkazjoni tal-festa ta’ Marija
Bambina.

6 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet il-festin tal-festa organizzat
mill-Mellieha Sports Club.

6 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Mar¢ mill-Banda
Imperial li beda minn Triq V. Ciappara u spic¢éa
f'Misrah il-Parrocéa.

7 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Mar¢ mill-Banda
Imperial li beda minn Triq il-Kbira kantuniera
ma’ Triq is-Salib u spi¢¢a f'Misrah il-Parrocca.
Wara, il-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial esegwew I-Innu
Ad Unur Marija Bambina.

8 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Rapprezentanti tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial hadu sehem waqt ix-
xandira diretta tal-programm “Mill-Festa”
imxandar fuq One TV.

8 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Mar¢ mill-Banda San
Sebastjan tas-Socjeta Filarmonika Pinto ta’ Hal
Qormi minn Trig SantAnna sa Misrah il-
Parroéca. Wara ttella’ programm muzikali mill-
istess banda quddiem il-Kazin 1i lahaq il-qofol
tieghu bid-daqq tal-Innu lil Marija Bambina
mal-wasla tal-istatwa tal-Bambina quddiem il-
Kazin.

9 ta' Settembru 2019 - Harga tal-festa bil-
lan¢a mill-Ghadira sal-Valletta Waterfront u

G '
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lura organizzata mill-Kumitat Nisa fost briju
organizzat mis-Sezzjoni Zghazagh.

10 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet il-festin tal-festa organizzat
mill-Partit Nazzjonalista tal-Mellieha.

21 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Zghazagh mill-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial inghagdu mal-Kunsill
Lokali Mellieha waqt il-‘Mellieha Community
Clean-up’ fl-Ahrax tal-Madonna fl-okkazjoni tal-
World Clean-up Day 2019.

22 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Programm Vokali u
Strumentali mill-Banda u 1-Kor tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial fMisrah iz-Zjara tal-Papa, il-
Mellieha, fl-okkazjoni tal-festa tal-Madonna tal-
Mellieha meqjuma gewwa  s-Santwarju
Nazzjonali.

30 ta’ Settembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet il-laggha generali tal-Kunsill
tal-Ghaqda Kazini tal-Banda li saret fil-Kazin
tas-So¢jetd Muzikali Queen Victoria, iz-Zurrieq.

1 t'Ottubru 2019 - Sar il-funeral tas-Sur
Anthony Grech, membru tal-Kumitat Direttiv
tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. [I-Banda Imperial
daqget waqt il-korteo funebri u membri tal-
Kumitat akkumpanjaw waqt il-funeral.

2 t'Ottubru 2019 - Sar Coffee Morning fis-sala
ewlenija tal-Kazin.

8 t'Ottubru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet it-tnedija tal-progett tal-Batterija ta’
Westreme organizzata mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-
Mellieha.

11 t'Ottubru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet il-laggha organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha ghall-ghaqdiet
muzikali tal-Mellieha.

12 t'Ottubru 2019 - Numru ta’ bandisti mill-
Banda Imperial attendew laqgha organizzata
mill-Ghaqda Kazini tal-Banda fil-Kazin tal-
Banda Sant’Antnin, Birkirkara, fejn gew
diskussi r-regolamenti godda tal-etika bejn il-
baned u l-bandisti.
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20 t'Ottubru 2019 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzata
mill-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

21 t'Ottubru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet laqgha li saret fil-Kunsill
Lokali tal-Mellieha dwar il-fondi mhaddma
mill-Majjistral ~Action Group Foundation
fMizura 2 “Strengthening a Healthy Cultural
Identity”.

4 ta’ Novembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mil-
Kumitat attendiet laqgha organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha dwar il-
kompetizzjoni tal-isnooker fil-Mellieha.

6 ta’ Novembru 2019 - Sar Coffee Morning
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial.

9 ta’ Novembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
kunsilli ta’ Aya Napa u Cavriglia akkumpanjati
mis-Sindku tal-Mellieha u xi kunsilliera mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha ghamlu Zjara ta’
kortezija fil-Kazin Imperial.

10 ta’ Novembru 2019 - Giet organizzata
quddiesa fil-Knisja Arcipretali tal-Mellieha
ghar-ruh il-mejtin kollha tas-So¢jeta Imperial.
F'din il-quddiesa hadu sehem membri tal-
Banda u 1-Kor Imperial. Wara sar korteo ghac-
¢imiterju fejn indaqqet fanfara mill-membri tal-
Banda Imperial, tkantaw innijiet, sar it-tberik
tal-ogbra u tpoggew fjuri fuq l-istess ogbra.
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16 ta’ Novembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet quddiesa fil-Konkatidral ta’
San Gwann, il-Belt Valletta, fl-okkazjoni tal-
festa ta’ Santa Cecilja, organizzata mill-Ghaqda
Kazini tal-Banda. Wara hadu sehem fl-isfilata
tal-baned mat-toroq tal-Belt.

17 ta’ Novembru 2019 - Afternoon Bingo &
Tea fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial
organizzata mill-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

21 ta' Novembru 2019 - Il-Kor Imperial ha
sehem f'quddiesa ghand is-Sorijiet tal-Klawsura
fil-Monasteru ta' Santa Katerina fil-Belt Valletta.
Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghal din I-
okkazjoni.

23 ta’ Novembru 2019 - II-Kummissjoni
Zghazagh fi hdan 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
organizzat gurnata Sqallija bil-katamaran. Waqt
din il-mawra saret zjara f’sit fejn jinhadem iz-
Zejt taz-zebbuga u ohra f'muzew f'Chiaramonte
Gulfi.

30 ta’ Novembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet il-Kuncert Muzikali Annwali
mtella’ mill-Banda La Vittoria fid-db Seabank
Resort & Spa, il-Mellieha.

7 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - Membri tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial inghaqdu ma’ membri gejjin
minn socjetajiet muzikali ta’ Malta fkampanja
nazzjonali ta’ ghoti ta’ demm organizzata minn
One Group fi¢c-Centru tal-Ghoti tad-Demm fi
Gwardamanga.

9 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet laqgha organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha dwar il-“Milied
Melliehi 2019”.

14 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - Programm Vokali u
Strumentali tal-Milied mill-Banda u 1-Kor
Imperial fis-Sala tal-Kazin Imperial.

15 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - Sar Coffee Morning
specjali tal-Milied fis-Sala ewlenija tal-kazin.

18 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - Membri tal-

Kummissjoni Zghazagh attendew quddiesa
ghaz-zghazagh organizzata mill-Parroéca tal-
fis-Santwarju

Mellieha tal-Madonna  tal-

Mellieha bhala parti mic-celebrazzjonijiet tal-
Milied 2019.

19 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - IlI-Kor Imperial
esegwixxa programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fil-
Paradise Bay Resort, il-Marfa.

19 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat hadet sehem wagqt il-ftuh uffi¢jali tal-
attivita “Milied Melliehi 2019” organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha fil-Knisja Parrokjali
tal-Manikata.

20-22 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - II-Kummissjoni
Zghazagh hadet sehem permezz ta’ bejgh ta’
mgqaret waqt l-attivita “Milied Melliehi 2019”
organizzata mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha
f'Misrah il-Parroceéa.

20 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - II-Kor Imperial
esegwixxa programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fil-
Paradise Bay Resort Hotel, il-Marfa.

22 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - Il-Kor Imperial
esegwixxa programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied
waqt l-attivita “Milied Melliehi 2019”
organizzata mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha
f’Misrah il-Parrocca.

23 ta' Dicembru 2019 - IlI-Banda Imperial
esegwiet programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fir-
Riviera Resort, il-Marfa.

24 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - II-Banda Imperial
esegwiet programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied
quddiem il-Kazin tal-istess Ghaqda f'Misrah il-
Parro¢éa bhala parti mic-celebrazzjonijiet tal-
Milied 2019.

26 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - Il-Banda Imperial
esegwew programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fid-
Dar tal-Anzjani “Dar il-Madonna tal-Mellieha”,
il-Mellieha.

26 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - Il-Kor Imperial
esegwixxa programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fil-
Maritim Antonin Hotel & Spa, il-Mellieha.

4 ta’ Jannar 2020 - Sar il-funeral tas-Sur
Carmel Borg, membru tal-Kumitat Direttiv tal-
Ghagda Muzikali Imperial. II-Banda Imperial
daqget waqt il-korteo funebri u membri tal-
Kumitat akkumpanjaw waqt il-funeral.
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7 ta’ Jannar 2020 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet il-funeral ta’ Frans Caruana li kien
akkumpanjat wagqt il-korteo funebri mill-Banda
La Vittoria.

9 ta’ Jannar 2020 - Sar il-funeral tas-Sinjura
Carmen Cini, membru tal-Kumitat Direttiv tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. 11-Banda Imperial
daqqget waqt il-korteo funebri u membri tal-
Kumitat akkumpanjaw waqt il-funeral.

11 ta’ Jannar 2020 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet ri¢ceviment organizzat mill-
Ghaqda Kazini tal-Banda bhala awgurju ghall-
hidma matul is-Sena 1-Gdida li sar fil-Kazin tal-
Banda Madonna tal-Gilju, I-Imgabba.

14 ta’ Jannar 2020 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet l-ewwel laggha msejha mir-
Regjun tat-Tramuntana fejn gie diskuss il-
Festival tal-Baned u Nar 2020.

15 ta’ Jannar 2020 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet laqgha straordinarja urgenti
tal-Ghaqda Kazini tal-Banda li saret fil-Kazin
tal-Banda San Gorg f'Hal Qormi.

19 ta’ Jannar 2020 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat
mill-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

5 ta’ Frar 2020 - Sar Coffee Morning fis-sala
ewlenija tal-Kazin.

8 ta’ Frar 2020 - Fil-Kazin saret l-ikla
annwali ghall-bandisti, il-membri tal-Kor u I-
membri tal-Kumitati u tal-Kummissjonijiet tal-
Ghagqda Muzikali Imperial flimkien mal-
familjari taghhom.

13 ta’ Frar 2020 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ié-cerimonja uffi¢jali fejn
tqassmu fondi parti mill-iskemi mmexxija mill-
Agenzija Zghazagh. Din saret fis-Salini Resort,
is-Salini.

16 ta’ Frar 2020 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

17 ta’ Frar 2020 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ié-cerimonja uffi¢jali fejn
tgassmu fondi parti mill-iskemi mmexxija mill-
Kunsill Malti ghas-Settur tal-Volontarjat.

18 ta’ Frar 2020 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet laggha organizzata mill-Kunsill Malti
ghall-Volontarjat dwar l-iskema “Voluntary
Organisations Project Scheme 2020”.

28 ta’ Frar 2020 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet il-laqggha generali tal-Kunsill tal-
Ghaqda Kazini tal-Banda 1i saret fil-Forti
Sant’Anglu, il-Birgu. F'din il-laggha nhatru I-
membri tal-Ezekuttiv il-gdid ghas-snin 2020-
2021.

4 ta’ Marzu 2020 - Sar Coffee Morning fis-sala
ewlenija tal-Kazin.
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6 ta’ Marzu 2020 - Sar il-funeral ta’ John
Stellini, membru tas-Soc¢jeta. Indaqqet fanfara u
membri tal-Kumitat akkumpanjaw waqt il-
funeral.

7 ta’ Marzu 2020 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet il-funeral tas-Surmast Joseph N.
Sammut li kien akkumpanjat waqt il-korteo
funebri mill-Banda La Vittoria. Mro Sammut
kien membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial u
ndaqqet il-fanfara mal-wasla  tal-korteo
quddiem il-Kazin Imperial.

7 ta’ Marzu 2020 - Saret is-Seduta Generali
tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial fis-sala ewlenija
tal-Kazin. Matul din il-laqgha nghata rendikont
tal-hidma fi hdan 1-Ghaqda tul is-sena 2019 u
gie elett Kumitat Direttiv gdid ghas-snin 2020-
2021.

18 ta’ Marzu - 21 t'April 2020 - II-Kazin
Imperial kien bil-bibien maghluga minhabba I-
pandemija tal-COVID-19 fuq direttivi mahruga
mill-Awtoritajiet tas-Sahha Pubblika.

5 - 12 t'April 2020 - Xandiriet live fuq I-
internet  tal-programm ta’ attivitajiet
organizzati mill-Knisja Ar¢ipretali tal-Mellieha
fl-okkazjoni tal-Gimgha Mqaddsa 2020.

19 ta' Gunju 2020 - Daqq ta’ fanfara fil-
Purcissjoni tal-Qalb ta' Gesu. Membri tal-
Kumitat akkumpanjaw wagqt il-purcissjoni.

1 ta’ Lulju 2020 - L-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial inghaqdet fi¢-celebrazzjoni VisitMalta
Now Celebration bil-mixeghla tal-festun u I-
faccata tal-Kazin.

6 ta’ Lulju 2020 - 1l-Banda Imperial regghet
bdiet bil-provi taghha ta’ kull gimgha fir-rispett
tal-mizuri tad-distanza socjali u igjene.

31 ta’ Lulju 2020 - Bingo Evening fis-sala
ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzata mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.
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26 t'/Awwissu 2020 - Zjara ta’ kortezija fil-
Kazin Imperial mis-Segretarju Parlamentari I-
Onorevoli Clayton Bartolo, ex bandist tal-Banda
Imperial u Membru Onorarju tal-istess Ghaqda.

29 t'Awwissu 2020 - Gew intervistati z-zewg
membri tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial, is-Sinjuri
Julie u Geoff Thomas, bhala parti mix-xoghol li 5 ta’ Settembru 2020 - Zjara ta’ Kortezija fil-
ged isir mill-Ghaqda Kazini tal-Banda sabiex il-  Kazin Imperial mill-Membru Parlamentari
festa Maltija tigi meqgjusa mill-UNESCO bhala  Ewropew, l-Onorevoli Josianne Cutajar.

Wirt Kulturali Intangibbli.

Nifirhu lil...

e Carl Borg, membru tal-Banda Imperial, li temm b’success bil-grad ta’ First Class
Honours il-kors B.Mus. (Hons.) moghti mid-Dipartiment ghall-Istudju fil-Muzika fi hdan
I-Universita ta’ Malta.

e Is-Surmast Direttur tal-Ghagda Muzikali Imperial, Mro Anthony Borg, li temm b’success
I-kors  li jwassal ghal Diploma in Wind Band Studies mill-Universita ta’ Malta bil-
kollaborazzjoni tal-Ghagda Kazini tal-Banda.

o Lil dawk kollha li ghamlu success fl-istudji jew f’xi dixxiplina partikolari li jipprattikaw u
nawgurawlhom iktar success f'dak kollu li jahdmu ghalih.

PIUTIOYICTS
Flarsaraleiziizg ,78*{,,

Cross Street, Mellieha
Tel: 21571692 « Mob: 99223908
Email: starduststationary@gmail.com
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Offering
LOCAL & OVERSEAS UNDERSTANDING & PRE-ARRANGEMENT

funeral arrangements services available

INTEGRITY

CREMATION & BURIAL AT SEA services available

5

WEDON'T

just arrange funerals,

e HELDP

create meaningful days

P>
& Fﬂml y— PROFESSIONAL N 4*
FUNERAL SERVICES GUIDANCE |
John Bray - Funeral Director through dzﬁﬁcult times

24 /7 Service Local & Overseas funeral directors Moderate Prices
Garage/Office Funeral Services, Lampuki Street, St Paul’s Bay
Office Funeral Services, Triq Salvinu Vella, Mellieha

Jons Eeay Residence 117, Our Lady of Fatima, Parades Street, St Paul’s Bay

& Family

Funeral Services

Tel: 21585716 | 21573588 | 21571260 | 21522400 (Mellieha office)
Mob: 99493479 | 79493479 | 99477153
Email: johnbrayandson@yahoo.com www.johnbrayandsonmalta.com

Est. 1981
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Niftakru f'hutna li halle

Anthony Grech
29 ta’ Settembru 2019

Mro Joseph N. Sammut
Carmel Borg 4 ta’ Marzu 2020

28 ta’ Dicembru 2019

John Stellini
Carmen Cini 4 ta’ Marzu 2020
4 ta’ Jannar 2020

Y Antonella Agents and Distributors of:

hairdressing | beauty | nails sikkens

AUTOMOTIVE PAINTS SURFACE CARE
skincare | make-up
Colad Abrasives, Masking Tapes & Materials,

Hamach Sanding & Polishing Tools,
Anest Iwata Spray Guns & Paint curing Systems,

Garage Equipment, Car Polishes &
Fortizza Street, Il-Mellieha poat Care Products

Also available
Care Hire * 24 Hour Taxi Service

Accommodation in Villas & Apartments
e: antonellavella82@gmail.com with or without pool

t: 2152 2705 | 2752 2705
m: 9989 8335 Office: 12, Triq I-Gholjiet, Mellieha MLH 2013

Tel: 7952 0330, 2152 2579
Fax: 2152 0330 Email: sales@jimcam.com.mt
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SALA IMPERIAL

*** mghammra b’arja kundizzjonata * * *

|deali ghal kull tip
ta’ riceviment, bhal
tal-Maghmudijiet,
tal-Pracett, tal-
Grizma, tal-
Engagements u tal-
Anniversarji

Tintrama ukoll
ghal konferenzi,
workshops U
seminars

Jekk ged tipprepara ghal xi attivita soéjali,
kelimna u tohrog sodisfatt zgurl!

Ghal aktar informazzjoni, avvic¢inaw lill-membri tal-Kumitat

Tel.: 21 520 536
e-mail; info@imperialbandclub.com
facebook: fb.me/imperialAD1930
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Ghotjiet

lill-Ghaqd

L-Onorevoli Robert Cutajar jipprezenta donazzjoni. - L-Onorevoli Segretarju Parlamentari Clayton Bartolo
jipprezenta donazzjoni.

L-Onorevoli Segretarju Parlamentari Anthony Agius L-Onorevoli Ministru Evarist Bartolo jippreZenta
Decelis jipprezenta ghotja mill-Fond Festi Inklussivi. donazzjoni.

L-Onorevoli Ministru Michael Farrugia jipprezenta Is-Sindku Dario Vella u I-Kunsillier Gabriel Micallef
donazzjoni. Jipprezentaw donazzjoni bhala parti mill-ftehim kulturali
bejn il-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha u I-ghaqdiet Mellehin.
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Is-Sinjuri Marvin Abela u Ivan Castillo jaghmlu Is-Sinjura Mariella Barbara tipprezenta donazzjoni
donazzjoni f'isem il-Partit Nazzjonalista - Mellieha. fisem il-familji Barbara u Borg.

Is-Sur Carmelo Fenech jipprezenta silta muzikali biex  Is-Sur Brandon Vella jipprezenta donazzjoni fisem il-
tindaqq mill-Banda Imperial. familji Caruana, Cuschieri u Vella.

Is-Sur Anthony Schembri fiisem is-Sur Alfred Muscat Is-Surmast Anthony Borg jipprezenta donazzjoni
jipprezenta kopja originali-tal-ewwel programm tal- - fiisem numiu-ta’ emigranti minn Sydney u Melbourne
Banda Imperial. fl-Awstralja u minn California fl-Istati-Uniti.
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Hair st\i{yst

MARK TALIANA &=

GARDENER

For professional gardening,
maintenance & landscaping

Mob: 7783 0983

For Quality Metal Works
at Competitive Prices

METAL WORKS

7 Marfa Road, Mellieha
Tel: 2152 0566 ¢« Mob: 7904 6976
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Tislima lil Toni,

Dr John Baptist Gauci

Min jafni jaf 1li 1-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial hi ghalija t-
tieni familja. Hemm kbirt tista’
tghid minn meta kelli seba’
snin, hemm tghallimt il-ftit
muzika li naf u minn hemm
gbadt il-gibda lejn ix-xoghol
volontarju. Hu ghalhekk li kull
meta jonqos xi hadd minn din
il-familja, b’'mod specjali jekk
ikun mar jiltaga’ mal-Hallieq,
ma tistax ma thossx dik it-telfa,
dak il-vojt, li thalli dik il-
persuna li titbieghed mill-
Ghaqda darba ghal dejjem.
Imbaghad, meta dik il-persuna
tkun hdimt maghha fil-qrib

Ad
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ghal diversi snin, kont tpoggi
bilgieghda maghha madwar 1-
istess mejda, u tkun gsamt
maghha l-esperjenzi diversi,
kemm sbieh u kemm koroh, 1i toffri 1-hajja ta’
so¢jeta bhal taghna, imbaghad dik it-telfa
thossha bil-wisq iktar.

Mill-festa tal-Vitorja tas-sena l-ohra, I-
Ghagda Muzikali Imperial tilfet tliet membri tal-
Kumitat Direttiv, tliet membri li kien ghadhom
iservu bis-shih u b’'mod attiv fl-Ghaqda li tant
habbew, tliet persuni 1li hallew vojt Kkbir
warajhom. Qed nirreferi ghal shabna Toni
Grech, Charlie Borg u Carmen Cini. Permezz ta’
dawn il-ftit linji xtaqt nagsam maghkom il-
garrejja xi esperjenzi tieghi personali li kelli
maghhom, u b’hekk nipprova nsellem I-
memorja taghhom kif jixirqilhom u mill-ahjar li
nista’ u li naf.

Toni sirt nafu sew pjuttost ricenti, meta xi
hames snin ilu hu u jien dhalna flimkien fil-
Kumitat Direttiv. Bniedem kwiet, kelma jgisha
sew gabel ma jghidha, dejjem meqjus f'ghemilu,
u qalbu tad-deheb. Maz-zmien sirt naf li Toni
kien involut sew fil-kazin minn qabel ma
twelidt jien u ghamel zmien idoqq il-klarinett
mal-Banda Imperial, allavolja jien ma lhaqtux.
Ghal xi snin kien sahansitra jaghti daqqa t'id fit-

Ritratt tal-Kumitat Direttiv ghas-snin 2018-2019.
Carmen Cini, Carmel Borg u Anthony Grech qeghdin fuq wara fl-
ewwel, it-tieni u I-hames post mix-xellug.

taghlim tal-muzika fil-kazin, dejjem mill-ahjar li
jista’. Imbaghad kien ragel tal-mestier, fuq ix-
xoghol tal-hadid ma tilghablux. Kien hadem
diversi armi tal-kazin fuq il-hadid, xoghol
mirqum u mill-isbah, wahda minnhom qieghda
tiddandan fuq il-bar tal-kazin. Qaluli wkoll li
kien hadem fl-istruttura tal-hadid tal-plancier
l-antik tal-banda. Nghidilkom is-sew, xi whud
mit-tfal ta’ Toni kont nafhom gabel ma kont naf
li huma t-tfal tieghu, imbaghad darba ltqajna
fwiehed mill-festini li kien ihobb jaghmel hu u
martu Censa fil-kazin ghall-okkazjoni tal-
anniversarju tat-tieg taghhom. Meta konna
niltagghu ghas-seduta, kien ikun ftit minuti
gabel u meta kont inlahhaq nasal kmieni jien
ukoll, kont nintefa’ ftit bilgieghda hdejh nghidu
kelma. Daqqa nagbduha fuq il-banda, daqqa fuq
l-ghelieqi li kellu u daqqa fuq mitt haga ohra.
Dejjem bil-kwiet u dejjem bil-kalma, 1-ghagla
ma kinitx habiba tieghu. Darba minnhom narah
gej fl-uffic¢ju tas-segretarju qabel ma bdejna s-
seduta b’borza tal-plastik u kaxxa fiha. Qalli
“Din ghalik”, u jien ghidtlu, “Biex gej Ton?”. Riha
tagsam ta’ frawli friska mill-ghalqa tieghu, u
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nistqarr maghkom li ma bghattux lura biha!
Toni mar jiltaga’ mal-Mulej nhar id-29 ta’
Settembru 2019 fl-eta ta’ 87 sena.

Charlie ‘iz-zghir’, ghax kulhadd hekk kien
jafu, sirt nafu hafna snin ilu, ma niftakarx sew
meta. Dan l-ahhar kien rega’ dahal membru fil-
Kumitat Direttiv, ghax kellu iktar hin fuq idejh,
imma 1-hin li kien jiddedika lill-kazin gatt ma
naqas matul is-snin. Niftakru dejjem jaghti
dagqga tid fejn kien ikun hemm bzZonn,
m’hemmzx hin jew gurnata, i¢¢empillu u jara kif
jaghmel biex jigi girja jara kif jista’ jghin. Dejjem
bil-pass imghaggel, 1-ghazz ma kienx jaf fejn
joqghod, ragel biezel u habrieki, imma I-
affarijiet kien jaghmilhom sew u bil-galbu.
Imbaghad, xhin nillestu milli jkollna naghmlu,
inpoggu Dbilgieghda niehdu flixkun birra
flimkien. L-aqwa li x-xoghol ikun lest u jkun sar
tajjeb. Minn dejjem Kkelli I-
kurzita  ghalfejn  kienu
jghidulu ‘iz-zghir’, probabbli
kont wiehed mill-ftit li ma
kontx naf, imma qisni gatt
ma kelli I-kuragg nistaqgsih.
Sakemm darba gie d-diskors
u hadt ix-xoqgqa f'moxtha.
Sirt naf li meta kien ghadu

guvnott, fil-kazin  kien
hemm tliet membri attivi
sew li kien jisimhom

Charlie, u hu kien l-izghar
fosthom. Ghad li kiber fl-eta
xorta baqa’ z-zghir! Ftit
gabel il-Milied tas-sena I-
ohra kien fis-seba’ sema
ghax kien sejjer l-Ingilterra
fejn il-familja ta’ martu
Anne biex igatta’ 1-Milied
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hemmhekk. Malli jigi lura u
jehaddu I-festi tal-Ewwel
tas-Sena, kellna diversi
progetti li ridna nkomplu
nahdmu fughom u ohrajn
biex nibdewhom. Imma ma
kellux ikun. Lanqas fhimt
sew x’kien ged jghidli meta
1-President tal-Ghaqda
cempilli kmieni 1-Hadd
filghodu u beda jghidli fuq
xi in¢ident fejn l-ajruport li
fih kien involut Charlie.
Bhal sajjetta  fil-bnazzi,
Charlie ghadda ghall-hajja
ta’ dejjem tragikament nhar
it-28 ta’ Dicembru 2019 fl-
etata’ 67 sena.

Carmen Kkienet tista’ tghid ommi tal-kazin;
ovvjament flimkien ma’ ohtha Vivie. Dejjem
flimkien kont tarahom, sakemm Vivie hallitna
fl-2016. Imma nahseb li mhux lili biss kienu
adottaw, specjalment meta dak iz-zmien in-nisa
li kienu jkunu regolarment il-kazin kienu ftit.
Carmen kienet mara dejjem ferrehija u kont
tkun taf fejn qieghed maghha. Lill-Ghaqda
kienet thobbha bis-serjeta. Meta tkun gejja xi
okkazjoni kont taraha tmidd idejha ghax-
xoghol u tghaqqad grupp ta’ nisa ohra biex
inaddfu fejn ikun hemm bzonn. Mhux l-ewwel
darba li kienet tinqala’ xi persuna importanti 1-
kazin minghajr mistennija, u jien kont
incemplilha fl-ahhar minuta, ghax inkun insejt
nghidilha qabel, biex tic¢ekkja li kollox hemm
fl-ahjar kundizzjoni. Nahseb kien ikollha aptit
tkellimni sew bil-Malti, u kien ikollha ragun
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biex tbigh, imma qatt ma
qgaltli xejn hlief “Iva, sejra”, u
kienet thalli kollox minn
idejha u terhilha lejn il-
kazin. Serviet ghal hafna
snin fil-Kumitat tan-Nisa, u
kienet l-ewwel mara li
dahlet fil-Kumitat Direttiv
tal-Ghaqda taghna, fi Zzmien
meta nisa fil-kumitati tal-
kazini fMalta u Ghawdex
kont tghoddhom fuq is-
swaba ta’ id wahda. Cert li
fil-lista tal-prijoritajiet
taghha, wara zewgha Frans
u I-familja taghhom, il-Kazin
kien ta’ fuq nett u kwazi
tghid li ghexet hajjitha kollha ghal u fil-kazin.
Fil-festi tal-Milied u tal-Ghid kienet thobb
taghmel il-helu tradizzjonali, u kien jigiha tajjeb
ghax hafna drabi kienet iddewwaqni minn dak
li tkun ghamlet. U nahseb li fuq il-helu konna
ged nitkellmu l-kazin madwar mejda b’kikkra
te quddiembha, ftit wara I-funeral ta’ Charlie, ftit
sighat qabel hallietna habta u sabta biex tmur
tiltaga’ m’ohtha Vivie ghand il-Mulej. Kien nhar
1-4 ta’ Jannar 2020 fl-eta ta’ 71 sena.

[s-so¢jeta ingenerali hadet hafna minghand
Toni, Charlie u Carmen, u minghand il-bosta
nies ohra li bhalhom taw il-kontribut volontarju
taghhom fil-komunita, u ta’ dan ghandna
ghalfejn nirringrazzjawhom. L-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial kompliet timxi 'l quddiem matul is-
snin ghax kienet u ghadha moghnija b’nies bhal
dawn li hadmu u ghadhom jahdmu qatigh b’risq
l-ghanijiet li ghalihom kienet imwaqqfa I-
Ghaqda taghna disghin sena ilu. Ghalhekk I-
Ghagda Muzikali Imperial, li huma tant kienu

A ngelj

Flower She

jhobbu minn qalbhom, tathom l-ahhar tislima
minn qalbha u minn qalb il-membri kollha billi
akkumpanjat waqt il-funeral taghhom. Dan
ukoll bhala gest Zghir ta’ apprezzament lejn il-
familjari taghhom 1li min jaf kemm -il darba
¢cahhdu minnhom sabiex huma setghu jahdmu
fi hdan 1-Ghaqda taghna.

Personalment, ninsab ferm grat u onorat li
kont naf 1i dawn it-tlett ihbieb u kollegi, li
flimkien ma’ hafna nies ohra ghallmuni
immens. It-taghlim li hadt minghandhom ma
tiehdu qatt minn fuq il-bank tal-iskola, jew
minn fuq il-kotba. Taghlim bil-fatti u mhux bid-
diskors biss ta’ kif tghix fghaqda u ta’ kif
tahdem ghal interess komuni u mhux dak
personali. Toni, Charlie u Carmen dan il-
principju ta’ solidarjeta u volontarjat haddnuh
u ghexubh fil-prattika.

[I-Mulej jaghtihom il-mistrieh ta’ dejjem kif
tassew jixirgqilhom u jaghti s-sabar lill-familji
taghhom.

Angela Theuma

54, Dun Frangisk Sciberras Street,
Mellieha, Malta

angelatheuma@gmail.com
(+356) 99881467 / 27432763
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Apprezzament;
Mro Joseph N.

Mro Anthony Borg

[t-telfa ta’ xi hadd li tkun taf, huwa mument
ta’ diga, imma meta titlef lil xi hadd li tkun ilek
tafu snin twal, 1i ssibu qrib tieghek, onest u
genwin fil-hsibijiet u l-pariri tieghu, u li dejjem
xtaglek il-gid daqs kemm xtaq lilu nnifsu jekk
mhux aktar, id-diqa tat-telfa tkun hafna u hafna
aktar. B’dan il-hsieb nixtieq li nsellem il-
memorja tas-Surmast Joseph Nazzareno
Sammut.

L-ewwel darba li ltgajt mieghu kien ’il fuq
minn erbghin sena ilu meta kont mort kuncert
flimkien ma’ missieri mal-Banda San Pio X ta’
Hal Lija. Niftakar tant tajjeb l-intruduzzjoni ta’
missieri, Alla jahfirlu, “dan huwa s-Surmast J.N.
Sammut li kiteb il-maré numru ... li ghandna (il-
Banda Imperial) fis-sett tal-maréi ta’ din is-
sena.” Wara numru ta’ snin ergajna ltqajna meta
dhalt indoqq it-trumbetta mal-Kor u Orkestra
Maria Bambina fejn Mro Sammut kien idoqq
ukoll it-tuba. Ftit taz-zmien wara li dhalt mal-
Kor u Orkestra Maria Bambina, Ronnie Sultana
bil-mod tipiku tieghu, beda jheggigni biex
inkompli bl-istudji muzikali tieghi u kien kellem
lil missieri biex mill-aktar fis nibda niehu I-
lezzjonijiet tat-teorija mas-Surmast Sammut.
Kien il-bidu ta’ hbiberija genwina mas-Surmast
Sammut ta’ madwar erbghin sena.

Niftakar tajjeb meta flimkien ma’ hafna
ohrajn, tani l-kuragg mehtieg biex inkompli
ndoqq u nistudja I-muzika fmument diffi¢li
meta gie nieqes missieri ghal gharrieda.
Heggigni u inkoraggieni biex ninghaqad bhala
muzicist mal-Soc. Fil. Nazionale La Valette, dak
iz-zmien taht Mro Joseph Sammut (surmast
bravu u ddixxiplinat hafna) biex nikseb
esperjenza kemm bhala muzicista kif ukoll fid-
direzzjoni. Kien huwa 1i tani Il-ewwel
esperjenza, u bhali lil muzicisti zghazagh ohra
Mellehin fit-tieni nofs tas-snin tmenin, li
ndoqqu fensemble bit-twaqqif Brass Quintetu
aktar tard bil-Brass Ensemble. Ma kinitx facli
ghalih li jaghmel l-arrangamenti kollha huwa.
Xoghol li hadlu hafna hin u energija imma li
ghamlu bil-qalb.

Niftakar meta gejt mitlub biex inkun ghalliem

tar-ram u Assistent Surmast mal-Banda
Imperial u aktar tard Surmast tal-istess banda,
u tant iehor meta nhtart ghalliem u aktar tard
Direttur Muzikali tal-Banda Prekursur tax-
Xewkija Ghawdex, kont tlabt il-parir tieghu fost
ta’ ohrajn. Nistqarr li mhux biss inkoraggieni,
imma offrieli kull ghajnuna li jista’ jaghtini. Ma
kienx diskors fieragh jew ghal kirjanza, tant li
kien jigi jarani nidderiegi programmi muzikali
u wara dejjem jaghtini l-opinjoni tieghu. Meta
kien jinduna li kwazi nkun qed neghreq bix-
xoghol, minn jeddu kien jigi u joffrili I-ghajnuna,
l-aktar jaghmilli 1-kopji tal-muzika. Kellu kitba
pulita u sabiha. Qatt ma smajt l-ebda bandist
igerger fuq il-kitba tieghu.

Qattajna sighat twal niddiskutu suggetti
dwar il-muzika, waqt li nkunu sejrin ghall-provi
jew servizzi, kemm bil-karozza jew wagqt it-
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L-awtur flimkien mal-prezentatur ta’
‘Marcifest’ Daniel Vella u s-Surmast Sammut
(Ritratt: Daniel Vella)

tragitt bejn Malta u Ghawdex. Kien hemm
wagtiet li gbilna u wagqtiet ohra li ma gbilniex u
gieli argumentajna wkoll, imma dejjem
irrispettajna l-opinjoni ta’ xulxin. Membri tal-
Kumitat u bandisti tal-baned li taghhom kien
Surmast Direttur, jigifieri tal-Banda San Guzepp
ta’ Ghajnsielem, Ghawdex, u dik ta’ Marija
Regina tal-Marsa, gieli tarrfuli kemm kien jiehu
x-xoghol bis-serjeta. Niftakru wagqt il-lezzjoni
b’daqqa gentili tipikament tieghu fuq il-kustilji
tal-lemin, jwissini li kulma naghmel irrid
naghmlu sew, inkella ahjar ma naghmel xejn.
Kien jghidli li din kienet wahda mill-hafna
taghlimiet li ha minghand il-Brothers ta’ De La
Salle u mid-Dockyard School fiz-zmien it-Tarzna
tal-Ammirall.

Minbarra li kien Surmast Direttur ta’ zewg
baned u dderiega kemm -il darba il-Banda tat-
Tarzna (fejn kien jahdem), is-Surmast Sammut
kiteb ghadd ta’ xoghlijiet muzikali, l-aktar
kompozizzjonijiet ghall-banda. Hemm
minnhom diga gew esegwiti minn diversi baned

waqt li hemm ghadd iehor li ghadhom qatt ma
nstemghu. Forsi ftit huwa maghruf li is-
Surmast Sammut kien idoqq strumenti ohra
minbarra it-tuba. Kien idoqq il-pjanu u I-
kitarra, tant li ghal numru ta’ snin huwa kien
membru tal-grupp ‘Gira Sole’.

Ghal snin twal is-Surmast Sammut ghallem
il-muzika lil ghadd kbir ta’ studenti, kemm fil-
kazini tal-banda fejn huwa serva kemm bhala
Assistent Direttur Muzikali u Direttur Muzikali,
kif ukoll privatament. It-taghlim tal-muzika
kien ghal qalbu wisq. Kien jaghmel sighat twal
jghallem il-muzika kemm fil-kazini u kemm
privat. Kellu pacenzja enormi. Qatt ma ghamel
ghall-flus, imma l-interess tieghu kien li kull
student jimxi ‘1 quddiem. Kien ikun Kkburi
immens meta jara l-istudenti tieghu jirnexxu.
Fost l-ahhar studenti li ghallem kien hemm it-
tifel tieghi u n-neputi tieghu Samuel. Wiécu
kien jixghel meta kien jarah idoqq it-trumbun,
wagqt li b’nofs ¢ajta dejjem kien itarraflu kelma
ta’ gid.

Bhal kull wiehed minna li ghazilna karriera
muzkali, is-Surmast Sammut fil-karriera
muzikali tieghu, iffac¢ja sfidi, kellu ghadd ta’
successi kif ukoll dizappunti. Wara kollox din
hija l-verita ta’ kull wiehed minna, li ahna
involuti fdan il-mestier. Ghalkemm is-Surmast
Sammut ghadda ghal hajja ahjar nhar 1-4 ta’
Marzu 2020, ghadna lkoll ngawdu mill-hidma
muzikali tieghu. Uhud mill-muzicisti 1i huma
involuti fit-tliet ghaqdiet muzikali Mellehin,
flimkien ma’ ohrajn kemm Mellehin u kemm
mhumiex, jafu l-karriera muzikali taghhom lis-
Surmast Sammut.

Ghalhekk kienet xierqa t-tislima li nghatatlu
waqt il-funeral tieghu. Din it-tislima kienet
wirja ta’ apprezzament ta’ dak kollu li s-
Surmast Sammut ghamel fil-qasam muzikali
matul hajtu, mieghi l-ewwel wiehed. Ta’ dan
jiena grat hafna u hafna lejh.

[I-Mulej jaghtih il-mistrieh ta’ dejjem.

ALKOVA

SHOES FOR ALL THE FAMILY
SELECTION OF HANDBAGS

w.imperialbandclub.com
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Wheelchair Dan

Pippa Roberts

Wheelchair dancing has been affected by the
COVID-19 virus, as the athletes are in the high-
risk category and also due to the fact that it is a
contact sport. Steve, who is the main dancer in
this sport, is practicing at home improving on
his ability with the wheelchair and working on
his own individual training, including body
work.

The bi-annual Malta Open Dance Spectacular
which was due to be held at the end of Novem-
ber 2019 has been postponed until it is safe to
welcome all dancers to Malta. So, the MWDA
have been busy looking for ways to stay active
and keep contact with other dancers who nor-
mally attend the event via Facebook and Zoom.

Staying positive is the way to beat the virus
and we look forward to welcoming people to
this fantastic sport in the future. It is a sport/
hobby which is very important for socialising.
Young people who end in a wheelchair after an
illness, married people who may end up with
mobility problems due to an accident, or even
older couples who might need walking aides,
can still enjoy a social hobby together. At the
last Malta Open Dance Spectacular, we also in-
cluded blind dancers, and this shows that danc-
ing is for all. It has been proven that dancing is
something you can do “forever”, keeping you
healthy as well as keeping spirits uplifted. Ask

Steve, he is living proof. Even though this year
all competitions got cancelled we hope that we
can start again next year.

For more information, you can contact
the MWDA Secretary Steve Fenech at:

maltawda@yahoo.co.uk

or on the facebook page

https:

www.facebook.com/maltawda
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Mellehija

Onor. Clayton Bartolo

v A

Segretarju Parlamentari ghas-Servizzi Finanzjarji u I-Ekonomija Digitali

L-Ghagda Muzikali Imperial hija parti
integrali mill-komunita Mellehija. Hija ghaqda
muzikali li matul iz-zZminijiet irnexxielha
tikkontribwixxi bil-kbir biex isem il-Mellieha
jkompli tiela 'l fuq fejn jidhol il-qasam kulturali.

Ilkoll nagblu li qatt dags din is-sena m’ahna
napprezzaw it-tradizzjonijiet u l-festi marbutin
mal-patruna taghna Marija Bambina. Nifhmu li
din il-pandemija gabet maghha sfidi kbar ghall-
poplu u ghas-socjetajiet muzikali.

Anke fdawn iz-zminijiet ta’ sfida, 1-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial ma nagqgsitx mill-hidma
taghha u dan ghandu jkompli jimla lil din is-
so¢jeta muzikali b’izjed kuragg ghaz-zmien li
gej.

Ghalija l-volontarjat dejjem kien pregju
soc¢jali fil-komunita taghna. In-nies tal-kazin
jaghmlu xoghol imprezzabbli minghajr daqq ta’
trombi. Nemmen bis-shih li minghajr dawn il-
persuni l-lokalita taghna kienet tkun differenti.

Ghalhekk, irrid nirringrazzja lill-President u
-Kumitat, is-surmast u l-bandisti u l-membri
tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial ghax-xoghol u I-
appogg taghhom b'risq il-Mellieha fdawn I-
ahhar xhur fost l-aktar ibsin li qatt habbat

wic¢éu maghhom pajjizna.

Niehu din l-okkazjoni biex nawgura I-festa t-
tajba lill-Mellehin kollha.

Anke jekk din is-sena differenti, Marija
Bambina tibga’ fqalbna ma’ kull ghodwa li
nisbhu taht is-Santwarju taghha.

Viva Marija Bambina!

20, Triq il-Ghasel, il-Mellieha
Nixtiequ I-festa t-tajba lill-Mellehin kollha

Vehicle Repairs & Services
Tl 2152 0429
Mob: 9986 8092
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The Veggie Truck

Mobile Fruit And Veg Specializing in the
very best local and imported produce

David Vella (Owner)
9962 9372 /9965 7483

Delivery Service Available
jovellal@gmail.com

C. Vella & Sons Ltd.

v your one stop shop for cigarettes,
cigars, tobacco, confectionery, wines

and spirits in the heart of Mellieha

George Borg Olivier Street Mellieha e Tel: 21520883 @ Mob: 99498855 e cvellasons@gmail.com

We offer a selection of wall and floor tiles in different sizes,
starting from €7.50 per meter.
We also have mirrors, bathroom cabinets, Grohe mixers
& fittings, water heaters, etc...
Clearance sale on various bathrooms accessories like,
shower cubicles, cabinets, mirrors & more...

For more information visit our showroom at
37, Main Street, Mellieha or call us on 2152 4585 or 7986 5292
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L-ghaqda

Onor. Evarist Barto

Ministru ghall-Affarijiet Barranin u Ewropej

Gheziez shabi, hbieb tieghi Mellihin, din is-
sena ged nikteb dawn il-kelmtejn fi Zmien meta
l-pandemija harbtet il-pjanijiet mhux biss
taghna, izda tal-irhula u l-ibliet madwar id-dinja
kollha. Izda l-messagg tieghi jibqa’ l-istess -
wiehed ta’ ghaqda fost il-komunita sabiha tal-
Mellieha. Huwa proprju fdan iz-Zmien li
tbeghidna minn xulxin li gharafna kemm hu
importanti li nkunu maghqudin. Bhal masgar
bis-sigar differenti minn xulxin, izda bl-gheruq
taghhom kobba ta’ farag ghal xulxin, lesti ghal

kull maltemp u sfida. Hekk ghandna nkunu ma’
xulxin, mhux l-inqas f'dan iz-Zmien tal-festa li
minkejja mhux bhas-soltu, se ni¢¢elebraw xorta
wahda kif jixraq lil din il-parrocca.

Niehu din l-opportunita biex insellem u
nirringrazzja lill-voluntiera 1i ta’ kull sena,
b'impenn u dedikazzjoni ezemplari, iZejnu
trigatna u jdawlu s-smewwiet bi lwien li jferrhu
l-qlub. Ferh li nagsam maghkom wagqt li minn
galbi nawguralkom ilkoll il-festa t-tajba!

L-Ghagda Muzikali Imperial tilga’ applikazzjonijiet
ghat-taghlim tal-muzika minghajr hlas
f'dawn il-kategoriji:

* Teorija tal-Muzika
« Strumenti tal-Injam
« Strumenti tar-Ramm
« Strumenti tal-Perkussjoni

Email: info@imperialbandclub.com

perialbandclub.com
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WE ACCEPT
ORDERS FOR ANY
SPECIAL OCCASION
CAKES

OUTSIDE CATERING
HOT SNACKS & CREAM CAKES
FRESHLY BAKED BREAD DAILY

MAIN STREET, MELLIEHA MLH 2315  T:2152 0920 / 2152 3920
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_Finanzjament ghall:Hid

Restawr tal-istandard u tal-kopertini tal-muzika
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NAXXAR OPENING HOURS
DAILY 7.30AM - 8.00PM
FRIDAYS 7.30AM - 9.00PM
SATURDAYS 7.30AM - 8.00PM
SUNDAYS 9.00AM - 5.00PM

K3 /valyouSupermarkets

IFFRANKA I1ZJED
BIL-KARTA ANZJAN!

KELLEM LILL-CUSTOMER CARE GHAL AKTAR INFORMAZZJONI

MELLIEHA OPENING HOURS
DAILY 7.30AM - 8.00PM
SATURDAYS 7.00AM - 8.00PM
SUNDAYS 8.00AM - 6.00PM

PENDERGARDENS
OPENING HOURS
DAILY 8.30AM -10.00PM
SUNDAYS 9.00AM - 9.00PM

valyou.com.mt
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Joseph Felix Céchia

“Guz, nannuk marid hafna.
Mhux ta’ min ihallih wahdu.
Xi hadd irid joqghod mieghu”,
galtli ommi. “Allura x’'nista’
naghmel jien? M’iniex tabib!”
wegibtha.

“Jehtieg 1i xi hadd minna
jmur jorqod hemm”.

“M’hemmx iz-zija Gerit?”
ghedtilha.

“Le, ghax dik tkun trid
toqghod mieghu u xi hadd irid
jehidilna jekk jinqala’ xi
haga.”

Dak iz-zmien fl-1961, lanqas
kurrent elettriku ma Kkellhom ir-razzett tan-
nannu, Gamri ta’ Feli¢ tan-Nar! Ahseb u ara
telefown! Insomma, wegibtha iva la kont il-kbir
u minkejja li kelli I-ezamijiet tal-O Levels gejjin.

r )

II-kéina u I-bejt fejn kont norqod

Ir-razzett ta’' Gamri ta’ Feli¢

Peress li ommi kellha tliet hutha ohrajn hawn
Malta, kont bdejt immur darba kull erbat ijiem,
perd ma domtx ma kelli nibda mmur darba iva
u darba le. Dan ghaliex iz-ziju Salvu ma tantx
seta’ jibga’ jmur hu u offra li jaghtini xi haga
jekk naghmillu xi xift jien. Xelin kien hafna flus
dak iz-zmien u l-istudenti ma kellhomx hlas,
lanqas.

Minbarra l-istudji u l-ezamijiet imminenti,
jien kont ukoll attiv hafna fil-Youth Association
tal-Mellieha Sports Club. Kont segretarju u hlief
ghal lejlet 1-ezami kont indum il-kazin sat-tard.
Karozza ma Kkellniex. Rota qatt ma tghallimt
insuq; allura kont nimxiha minn Snajjin sa
Selmun. Dak iz-zmien il-Mellieha Kkienet
tintemm mad-dar ta’ Wenzu tal-Gir u jien kelli
zewg toroq imnejn naghzel.

L-igsar kienet minn fuq il-Qighan ghal tal-
Ibrag, il-Latnija u 1-Hawwiexa. Imma din kienet
triq tal-karettuni u ghalhekk mudlama. Kien
hemm ukoll il-bir fejn kienet saret tragedja
meta bodbod kien ta daqqa ta’ ras lil tifel raghaj
u tefghu fil-bir. Allura kont nevitaha.

L-ohra kienet li nigbed lejn il-Migduma u
nitla’ mit-triq il-qadima lejn Ta’ Ggejna;
imbaghad nimxi mat-triq li sserrep lejn il-
Palazz. Din kienet ferm iktar komda peress li
bil-qatran. Jerga’, fid-dawl tal-qamar, kemm
kont niehu gost nara x-Xaghra tal-Ghansar, u 1-
Masgar tal-Mizieb faccata, jien u nimxi lejn Ta’
Zakkew.
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Tlugh ix-xemx minn wara l-Palazz

Id-dlam ma kienx jinkwetani. Karozzi ftit li
xejn kont tara. Bhala kumpanija, kelli bicca
transistor radio Sony. Gieli kont nisma’ d-diski
pop minn fuq Radio Luxemburg. Imma l-hena
tieghi kienet li naqleb bejn Radio Moscow u I-
Wheelies Air Base (Stazzjon tal-Airforce,
Amerikan) mil-Libja. Kien hemm il-famuza krizi
ta’ Kuba u mnalla kien hemm Kennedy li evita t-
Tielet Gwerra Dinjija. Kont nisma’ Z-zewg nahat
minghajr l-indhil, u ¢-¢ensura, li kellna fMalta
mir-Redifussion.

Malli nasal fir-razzett, 1-ewwel nittawwal ftit
lin-nannu, biex wara nidhol fil-kamra 1-kbira fejn
nintasab  nistudja  bil-lampa  tal-pitrolju.
Imbaghad, nimtedd fuq is-sodda biex norqod.
Ghall-ewwel 1li kont immur, imma, konna
noqoghdu ghall-frisk fil-bitha u nghidu r-ruzarju,
bil-Litanija b’Latin imkisser. Kemm-il darba
zammejt lura milli ninfaga’ bid-dahk, meta nisma’
‘Stilla  Matutina’, ‘“Turri Iburnja’, ‘Salvus
Infirmorum’, ecc.

Fl-iljieli shan ta’ Lulju u Awwissu kont nitfa’
kutra mas-siment tal-bitha li kien hemm bejn il-
kmamar. Ghadni sal-lum nisma’ liz-zija Gerit
twissini li “Ghad jiekluk il-grieden” jew “Tibla’
xi wirdiena”.

Ghalhekk, biex nehles mit-tgergir (kif ukoll
ghax kien ikun hemm iktar frisk u kelli veduta
ferm isbah), bdejt nitla’ fuq il-bejt l-iktar gholi.
Biex naghmel hekk, ridt nitla’ bis-sellum, 1-
ewwel fuq il-bejt tal-kéina, u wara nimxi lejn it-
tielet kamra. Din kienet fil-rokna u thares lejn
tliet toroq. Minn fuq il-bejt kien jidher sew ukoll
San Pawl il-Bahar, u d-dwal tas-Sirens. Dak iz-
zmien, hemmhekk kienet il-mekka taz-
zghazagh, minhabba il-jukebox. Gieli kont anke

nisma’ I-hoss ta’ xi diski, u iktar nixxennaq li
kont ninsab hemmhekk u mhux f'Selmun.

Iktar minn hekk, kont nimtedd b’'wicci jhares
lejn il-Palazz, u fil-ghodu kienet tqajjimni x-
xemk, tiela’ minn wara l-kampnar tal-Palazz.

Jien kont bdejt ninteressa ruhi fl-astronomija u
l-hena tieghi kienet li naghraf il-pjaneti, l-istilla
Polaris, il-Mingel, u xi kostellazzjoniet ohrajn.
Kienet ukoll tidher c¢arissima t-Triq ta’ Sant’Anna,
peress li ma kienx hemm dwal xi jtellfu.

Xi gidma ta’ nemusa ma Kkinitx tonqos. Ziti
issa dawret id-diska ghal “Ara jtik xi hmar il-
lejl”, jew “Jigu ghalik tas-setta”. Qatt ma
nkwetajt fughom, u dejjem qomt maz-Zernigq,
b’xi serduk jidden. Imbaghad tibda tisma’ xi
ziemel jizher, jew xi karettun irambal mat-triq,
fdik il-kantuniera li kienet miksija bil-konkos.
Xi kelb jinbah ma kienx jonqos li jsemma’ lehnu
biex jara li jien ma nitghazzinx!

Wara li ninzel minn hemm fuq, kont nahsel
wic¢i fuq fuq, go friskatur tal-enamel
imqieghed go trepied tal-hadid. Nixrob tazza
kafe iswed li ziti kienet tlestili, mill-mishun ta’
stanjata blu, mgholli fuq il-kuc¢iniera Valor, u
nitlaq lejn id-dar. Meta ma kontx inkun
mghaggel, kont nidhol fil-Kappella tal-Madonna
tal-Mercedes (Hniena) fil-Palazz u nisma’ 1-
quddiesa ta’ Dun Guzepp.

Imbaghad girja lejn il-Hawwiexa biex insaqqi
t-tadam jew niekol xi ftit bajtar ta’ San Gwann,
frisk, mahsul min-nida. Dik tjubija! Imma jekk
kien ikolli xi ezami, girja wahda lejn id-dar
minn taht ix-Xaghra ta’ Ghekek. Hemm ninhasel
ahjar, inbiddel u fis-7.00 nagbad tal-linja lejn il-
Belt u s-Sala tan-Knightshall.
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It-telgha mil-Latnija tal-Hawwiexa
lejn il-Palazz
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Insomma, hekk qattajthom l-iljieli tas-sajf, u
ftit mill-ewwel jiem t'Ottubru meta bdejt is-
Sixth Form. In-nannu mar ghall-aghar u ma
hallewnix immur iktar. Ma tantx dam ibati u
mar jiltaga’ mal-Mulej nhar 1-20 ta’ Novembru
tal-1961.

Nannuwi telaq minn dan il-wied tad-dmugh
biex inghaqad man-nanna li kienet mietet
ghoxrin sena qabluy, fis-6 ta’ Dicembru tal-1941.
Rigal misthoqq tat-tbatija 1i bata biex rabba
familja ta’ disgha. Lili hallieli wirt kbir, 1-
imhabba lejn in-natura. Lill-poplu Malti
hallielhom ir-razzett li llum sar Centru tal-
Vizitaturi biswit il-Palazz ta’ Selmun. Ghalija
tassew li kienu “the best days of my life”.

Id-dwal ta' San Pawl il-Bahar u s-Sirens, kif
jidhru mir-razzett

WE STRIVETO TEACHYOU TO
DRIVE SAFELY & SECURELY FOR A LIFETIME

THE ONLY DRIVING SCHOOL YOU NEED TO CALLTO GET YOUR LICENCE

» Truck Driving Licence Package
- |deal for companies with truck fleets

« Category 'C' & "C+E' Licences

» Professional Qualified Instructor

* |nstructor Service on Test Day

» European Licence

* We offer B+E Towing Tuition, allowing

your Licence to cover your Towing legally

Male & Female Instructors « Manual & Automatic Cars » Individual Tuition
We Guarantee The Best Prices & Most Of All The Best Professional Service & Tuition

CALL: 99 498 240

... And We'll Take Care of the Rest!

www.drivewellmalta.com

-
E: drivewell.ms@hotmail.com n drivewelimsmaita E y
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mill- Konulju Vahkah it- T|en|'

Mons. Mose Debono

I1-Vergni Mqaddsa fil-Misteru ta’ Kristu

52. Alla, tal-akbar tjubija u tal-oghla gherf,
ried illi jtemm il-fidwa tad-dinja, u ghalhekk,
“meta waslet il-milja taz-Zminijiet, baghat lil
ibnu, imwieled minn mara... biex ikollna I-
adozzjoni ta’ wlied” (Galatin 4.4-5). Ghalina I-
bnedmin u ghal-fidwa taghna, nizel mis-
smewwiet u ha l-gisem bis-setgha tal-Ispirtu s-
Santu minn Marija vergni”. Dan il-misteru ta’
salvazzjoni kien irrevelat lilna u jitkompla fil-
Knisja, li 1-Mulej ghamilha Gismu, u li fiha I-fidili
kollha, fghagda ma’ Kristu, ir-Ras taghhom, u
fxirka mal-Qaddisin kollha, ghandhom iqimu,
gabel kollox, lill-Glorjuza dejjem Vergni Marija,
Omma Alla u Sidna Gesu Kristu.

Marija u 1-Knisja

53. Infatti, il-Vergni Marija, 1i mat-thabbira
tal-Anglu, laqghet f'qalbha u fgisimha 1-Verb ta’
Alla, u tat il-hajja lid-dinja, hija maghrufa u
meqjusa, bhala vera Omm ta’ Alla u tal-Fedde;.
Mifdija b’'mod izjed sublimi minhabba I-merti
ta’ binha, u maghquda mieghu b’rabta qawwija
li ma tinhallx. II-Vergni Marija kienet moghnija
bir-responsabbilta u bid-dinjita ta’ Omm l-Iben
ta’ Alla. Ghalhekk hija 1-Bint l-aktar mahbuba
tal-Missier, u s-Santwarju tal-Ispirtu s-Santu.
Bl-ghoti ta’ din il-grazzja, hekk kbira, hija tizboq
bil-hafna lill-kreaturi l-ohra kollha - fis-sema u

fl-art. Fl-istess hin hija tinsab maghquda, min-
nisel ta’ Adam, mal-bnedmin kollha (ta’ Kristu)
. “ghaliex hija kkoperat bl-imhabba taghha
ghat-twelid fil-Knisja tal-Insara li huma membri
tal-istess Ras”. Huwa ghalhekk illi hi maghrufa
bhala Membru gholi u singulari, u bhala x-
Xbieha u I-Mudell taghha l-aktar perfett fil-fidi u
l-karita. Mghallma mill-Ispirtu s-Santu
b’sentimenti ta’ mhabba ta’ Bint, il-Knisja
Kattolika tgimha bhala Omm l-aktar mahbuba.

L-Intenzjoni tal-Koncilju

54. Ghalhekk, il-Kon¢ilju Mqaddes, waqt li
gieghed jesprimi t-taghlim dwar il-Knisja li biha
1-Feddej Divin ihaddem is-salvazzjoni, irid
b'mod xieragq, ifisser x’kien is-sehem tal-Vergni
Mgaddsa fil-misteru tal-Verb = maghmul
Bniedem u tal-Gisem Mistiku, u x’inhuma d-
dmirijiet tal-bnedmin mifdija lejn Omm Alla,
Omm Kristu u Omm il-bnedmin u, fuq kollox,
Omm il-fidili. Izda 1-Kon¢ilju, m’ghandux hsieb
jaghti taghlim shih dwar Marija, u lanqas irid
jaqta’ l-kwistjonijiet li l-istudji teologi¢i ghad
ma waslux biex jitfghu dawl shih fughom. Bid-
dritt kollu, ghalhekk, jistghu jibqghu jinzammu
dawk l-opinjonijiet li huma mghallma bil-
liberta kollha fl-iskejjel Kattoli¢i, dwar dik li fil-
Knisja Mqaddsa tokkupa, wara Kristu, il-post I-
aktar gholj, u fl-istess hin, l-aktar qrib lejna.

Ninghaqdu mad-Dinja kollha halli naghtu gima lill-

IMQADDSA VERGNI MARIJA

f’gheluq sninha nhar it-8 ta’ Settembru.

Aghtiha r-Ruzarju bhala rigal

“Mur u pprietka r-Ruzarju u I-ghadu ta’ kull gid jigi mirbuh.” - il-Madonna lil San Duminku

“Wiehed mill-mezzi l-izjed tajba biex naslu li nbiddlu hajjitna
m’huwiex haga ohra hlief ir-rec¢ita tar-Ruzarju.” - Papa Ljun XIII
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DINGLI BATCHER

67, P. P. Magri Street,
Mellieha

Tel: 2152 3588

Specialising in
Maltese & European Fresh Meat,
Marinated Meats and Poultry,
Fresh made Kebabs,
Home Made Sausages & Burgers,
Local Fresh Rabbits

Opening Hours:

07.00am till 12.30pm
07.00am till 12.30pm
03.30pm till 06.30pm
07.00am till 01.00pm

Mon / Tues
Wed / Thurs / Fri

Saturday

Free Deliery

Triq il-Madonna Tal-Ghar,
Il-Mellieha MLH 1174 - Malta

Tel: 2152 3432
Mob: 9945 1519
99451514

Jixtieq lill-klijenti u ’I-Mellehin
kollha 1-Festa t-Tajba

ta’ titta
confectionery

152, Triq il-Mithna 1-Gdida
Mellieha

Mob: 79366078

70

CAINTY

CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR

85, G. Borg Olivier Street
Mellieha
Malta

Tel.: 21523538
We accept one4all gift vouchers
a‘dh\as & =

RIPCURL
=R

SCOTCH&SODA
AMSTERDAM COUTURE

TIMEZONE




Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial - i//-Mellieha

Festa 2020

Festa li ser tibga’

Christopher Bartolo
Sagristan

[l-festa ta’ din is-sena 2020 zgur li ser inkunu
niffestegjawha u nghixuha b’'mod differenti minn
snin ohra. Dan ghaliex ahna ma nistghux naghmlu
festa bhas-soltu minhabba r-restrizzjonijiet u I-
prekawzjonijiet mitlubin mill-awtoritajiet tas-
sahha ghall-gid taghna u ta’ dawk ta’ madwarna.

Bhal kull festa ohra li tkun iccelebrata fl-
istagun tal-festi, il-komunita Mellehija ser
ticcelebra nhar it-8 ta’ Settembru I-festa titulari
tal-Bambina - festa li ilha tkun i¢¢elebrata minn
Zzmien il-gedem minn missirijietna u l-antenati
taghna b’hafna ferh izda fil-kwiet u b’hafna
maturita. Ghalhekk, hija haga xierqa li anke llum,
il-poplu  Melliehi tal-lum ghandu jkompli
jiccelebra t-twelid tal-Vergni Marija Omm Alla
bir-rispett, pacenzja, responsabilta u trankwillita.
B’hekk inkunu qeghdin naghmlu festa i
taghmlilna gieh u b’hafna valuri bhala komunita
Nisranija.

Malli wiehed jidhol fil-knisja, wara l-artal
maggur, wiehed jista’ jara kwadru b’pittura mill-
isbah tal-pittur Guzeppi Cali. Fil-parti ta’ fuq tal-
kwadru naraw il-figuri ta’ Sant’Anna bil-Madonna
¢kejkna fidejha u San Gwakkin, waqt li fil-parti
t'isfel tal-kwadru naraw ir-rebha tal-Maltin fuq il-
Misilmin fl-Assedju 1-Kbir. Ftit 'il fuq minn dan il-
kwadru - ezattament fuq i¢-¢inta tal-kor biswit I-
apside, naraw minquxa fil-gebla bajdanija
Mellehija I-kliem “It-Twelid Tieghek Vergni
Marija ferrah id-dinja”. Hekk hu! Bla ebda dubju,
dan il-ferh ahna 1-Mellehin inhossuh kull sena
meta niccelebraw dan it-twelid qaddis tal-Vergni
Mgaddsa.

Fil-festa taghna, il-Knisja dejjem tat hafna
importanza l-aspett liturgiku. Ghalhekk, minn
xhur qabel, 1-Ar¢ipriet flimkien mal-kleru, il-
Kunsill Parrokkjali u 1-Kummissjoni Liturgija
jiltagghu biex ifasslu u jippjanaw il-funzjonijiet
kollha li jkunu se jsiru matul il-granet tal-festa fil-
knisja. Xi haga partikulari ghall-festa taghna hija li
l-ewwel parti tal-purcissjoni tkun wahda
devozzjonali. F1-1973, il-mibki eks kappillan
Mons. Guzeppi Schembri kien xtaq u gietu l-idea
li malli I-pur¢issjoni tasal hdejn is-Santwarju tal-
Madonna, il-kleru jidhol fis-Santwarju ghal ftit

hin ta’ talb. Wara titkompla l-purcissjoni u
jinghadu t-talba tar-Ruzarju u xi riflessjonijiet
adatti ghall-festa taghna. Ghall-grazzja t'Alla,
minn dik is-sena sal-lum ghadna naraw hafna
nies, fosthom hafna familji, jiehdu sehem fil-
purcissjoni wara x-xbieha tal-Vergni Mqaddsa.

[t-tieni parti tal-purcissjoni tibda meta din
tasal fil-pjazza tal-knisja. Fil-pjazza, l-istatwa tal-
Bambina tieqaf quddiem iz-zewg kazini tal-banda
ghall-ezekuzzjoni taz-zewg innijiet mill-isbah
fgieh il-Vergni Mgaddsa. Quddiem il-kazin tal-
Banda Imperial jindaqq linnu miktub mis-
Surmast Vincenzo Ciappara u lirika ta’ Nicola
Biancardi, waqt li quddiem il-kazin tal-Banda La
Vittoria jindaqq l-innu miktub mis-Surmast
William Attard u lirika tal-Avukat Gorg Zammit.
Wara, il-purcissjoni titkompla lejn il-knisja fejn
isir xi talb u kant fuq iz-zuntier qabel mal-istatwa
tidhol lura fil-knisja.

Din is-sena tajjeb li niftakru fhutna l-emigranti
li, minhabba ¢-¢irkustanzi prezenti, ma jistghux
ikunu maghna jagsmu Il-ferh tal-festa. Xieraq
ukoll li nsellmu u niftakru fdawk kollha li huma
involuti fil-festa taghna li ta’ kull sena jahdmu bla
heda sabiex ikollna festa sabiha u kompluta minn
kollox, fosthom I-Arcipriet u l-kleru, u dawk
kollha li jghinuni biex ikollna knisja mzZejna u
sabiha. Insellem lill-Grupp Santa Marta li jghinu
fit-tindif tal-knisja, lill-Grupp tal-Qniepen, lill-
abbatini, lill-fratelli u lid-diversi korijiet, liz-zewg
baned La Vittoria u Imperial u lill-Orkestra Marija
Bambina. Insellem ukoll lill-Grupp tal-Armar li
jiehu hsieb l-armar u t-tizjin kollu li jsir fil-pjazza
u t-toroq taghna u lill-Ghaqda Piroteknika tal-
Mellieha 1i ta’ kull sena jaghtuna spettaklu ta’
loghob tan-nar kemm tal-art kif ukoll tal-ajru.

Fl-ahharnett, nixtieq nghid grazzi lil Josef Borg
u lill-kumitat kollu tal-Banda Imperial 1li rega’
stedinni sabiex nagsam dawn il-ftit hsibijiet ghall-
festa ta’ din is-sena li ser nghixu u niffesteggjaw
b’'mod differenti minn snin ohra. Jalla 1-Mulej u
Ommna 1-Vergni Marija jaghtuna l-grazzja li ma
ndumux ma nergghu nibdew niccelebraw u
ngawdu l-festa kif ahna mdorrijin bhas-snin 1-
ohra.
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Ta' Peter

Bar, Restaurant &
Games Room

Specialising in
Maltese Cuisine
&

Fresh “Fish Dishes.

Gorg Borg Olivier Str.
II-Mellieha - Malta
Tel: 21 523537

15 Pussu

Pzd. Pasta . Onlr

We are also catering for Kid’s
Parties, Events, Majjalati,
Fenkati, Buffets and more
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Coffee Pods,
Instant Coffee,
Instant Coffee Sticks

& Freshly Roasted Coffee

KAFE BORG - Coffee Roasters,
Tal-Balal Road, San Gwann SGN 9018 - Malta.
Tel: 2137 1626, 2137 3208

www.kafeborg.com

Ghal
kull xoghol
ta’ kisi, zebgha
u tikhil fuq il-fil.

200, Trig Vincenzo Ciappara,
lI-Mellieha - Malta

Mob: 9949 5126
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Professor Stephen <. Calleya
University of Malta

The COVID-19 pandemic provides us with an
opportunity to conduct a reality check on the
state of affairs of international relations in the
21st century. By definition, a pandemic will
usher in a new chapter in international
relations in that it upsets the pattern of
relations that is taking place as each actor in
the international system seeks to crisis manage
the health scare in a manner that is least
disruptive economically and politically.

The massive health crisis plus economic
shutdown that reverberated across the globe
forced states and international organisations to
adopt rapid draconian measures to try and
prevent the pandemic from evolving into
complete pandemonium. The COVID-19
contagion had a domino effect across the entire
world commencing in China and quickly
spreading to Europe and the Americas. The
interdependent global system of states
facilitated the rapid spreading of the
coronavirus to all parts of the world.

The fact that the post COVID-19 pandemic
character and structure of world politics will be
radically altered is indisputable. But it is too
soon to interpret whether this new phase will
be a transitory or permanent one. Some
observers claim that the post-pandemic period
will be a temporary phase that may have a
negative impact that lasts a few years and will
largely consist of trial and error episodes of
managing to live with the new normal. Others
argue that the new uncertain moment we are in
is here to stay as the international system of
states comes to terms with the fragility of living
in a globalized world of close to 8 billion
people.

The reaction to the Coronavirus pandemic in
2020 has highlighted how decentralized and
anarchic the international system of states
remains. Given the highly effective and
elaborate global intelligence network that the
World Health Organization (WHO) had at its
disposal, how was the pandemic not anticipated
before it spread across the globe? Why weren'’t
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global alarm bells rung and borders closed to
contain the spread of the virus? The largely
ineffective stance adopted by the system wide
authority in this regard, the WHO, has
undermined any semblance of order in world
politics.

The task at hand is to ensure that the new
post-pandemic chapter ushers in a new world

reorder that maintains stability in the
international system and does not give way to a
new world disorder where regional

fragmentation and a resurgence of nationalism
is rampant. If such a modality of co-operative
security is to emerge, it is essential that
scholars focus more of their attention on
formulating crisis management practical
guidelines to contend with transnational
security challenges that have become a
permanent fixture in geopolitics.

The COVID-19 pandemic has provided us
with a real time case study of the transnational
nature of security in a world of global mobility.
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If such a borderless world is to continue to be
the hallmark of twenty-first century relations,
what contingency planning and mechanisms
are going to be set up to contend with this new
reality? It is essential that action be taken to
implement a more holistic security agenda that
embraces human and environmental security
policy action plans. In the decade ahead, a much
higher proportion of future security budgets
need to be dedicated to enhance human
security by ensuring access to universal health
care. Malta’s excellent management of the
pandemic to date serves as a model in this
regard.

Security is all about planning for the worse
and hoping for the best. But when it comes to
health care, in some countries the strategy
seems to have been plan for the best and hope
the worse does not happen. The time has come
to recalibrate security priorities by adopting a
much more holistic security framework that
places a premium on health care,
environmental protection and universal
education. In future, expenditure on military
procurement should only focus on resources
required to defend one’s country.

The lockdown that was imposed by most
governments resulted in a breakdown of the
fabric of society and undermined globalisation
in all sectors. The COVID-19 pandemic has
accelerated the pace at which technology has
become an even more fundamental factor in

our daily lives, as can be witnessed by the fact
that social media has grown exponentially via
Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp, Zoom, and other
technological platforms. Yet, while technology
can assist in making up for the absence of
human contact during an emergency, it is clear
that technology is no substitute to humans
being able to interact with one another on a
permanent basis. Social interaction is
fundamentally important if the mental
wellbeing of the people is to be maintained.

Globally, most states went into a three-
month full or partial lockdown. While the scope
of such an achievement is bewildering,
restarting social and economic activity is
proving to be the hard part. As the disruption
to global political and economic activity results
in massive job losses in all sectors especially
those linked to the service industry such as
tourism, it is impossible to predict in which
direction the global economy will eventually
turn. One certainty is that the outlook will be a
volatile one. Instability is a sign of the times.
Individuals and corporations everywhere are
finding that they must either learn to live with
instability or drown. The so-called new normal
will consist of more security challenges and
less resources to combat such threats and risks.
One of the most important lessons to learn
from the pandemic is that we must not return
to a world that operates upon a false sense of
security doctrine.
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IR-RAZZETT
FRUIT SHOP

BEST QUALITY
FRUIT AND
VEGETABLES!!

244 Main Street, Mellieha
2152 1473 / 9944 6545
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Bar & Restaural
A

Since 1999

MGARR UNITED BAR & RESTAURANT
Triq il-Maghkuba, Mgarr

(close to Football Ground )

T: 21574630  M: 7905 0283

www.united.cn

Gaulos Exclusive Art

Ghal kull tip ta’ rakkmu sew ghall-Kazini tal-Baned,
Knejjes jew mudelli tal-Knejjes.

Naghmlu wkoll kull tip ta’ restawr u
transport ta’ rakkmu antik.

Issibilna kull tip ta’ pittura kemm originali kif ukoll
kopji jew portraits impittra minn artisti barranin.

9, Triq Sir Arturo Mercieca, Victoria, Ghawdex
Tel: 2156 4401 / 2756 4401 Mob: 7956 4401
Email: contact@eastermalta.org
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Il- Pesta pandemul u epu-igemuu ohra f’
nien B s

David Bartolo

B.European Studies with History(Hons)(Melit.)

Din is-sena, pajjizna bhall-kumplament tad-
dinja kollha, inhakem mill-marda COVID-19 jew
il-Coronavirus. Tiftah il-gazzetti, rivisti, tara t-
televizjoni, tisma’ r-radju, tqalleb fuq l-Internet
l-aktar 1-midja soc¢jali bhal Facebook, is-suggett
ewlieni huwa dan l-virus misterjuz.

Dan il-virus gab hafna biza’ fost in-nies I-
aktar bl-uzu tal-facilitajiet 1i semmejna li facli
tuzahom mill-kumdita ta’ darna u kwazi
kullimkien l-aktar bil-mezzi cellulari, u halla
effett fuq kull strata tal-hajja inkluz il-festi
tradizzjonali Maltin. Hafna festi, 1-aktar dawk li
jsiru mill-ahhar ta’ Lulju 'l quddiem gew
mhassra u dawk li saru qabel, saru fuq skala
ferm izghar milli kienu jsiru qabel. Wahda minn
dawn I-festi 1li ntlaqtu hija dik li ahna
niccelebraw fil-Mellieha, il-festa tal-Vitorja fit-8
ta’ Settembru.

Din is-sena ddecidejt li fl-isfond ta’ din il-
marda, naghti harsa hafifa lejn mard matul iz-
zmien fil-gzejjer Maltin bhalma kienet il-pesta,
pandemiji, imxijiet u mikrobi ohra li jolqtu
kemm lill-bniedem Kkif ukoll lill-annimali, 1-
aktar dawk li jipprovdu xi forma ta’ provvista
lill-bnedmin.

Il-Pesta fMalta

Matul il-milja taz-Zmien fdiversi perjodi fl-
istorja globali u dik tal-umanita fegget il-marda
gerrieda tal-pesta. Malta mhix ec¢ezzjoni ghax
dahlet ukoll u halliet il-marki taghha f'pajjizna.

Huwa mahsub li l-ewwel pesta li laqtet lil
Malta kien fiz-zmien il-Medjuevu tard fis-seklu
13. Jinghad 1li gewwa Cc¢imiterju fir-Rabat
Ghawdex li llum m’ghadux jezisti kien hemm
fdalijiet ta’ vittmi ta’ din l-pesta. L-istess marda
dahlet ukoll snin wara, bhal fl-1348, bejn I-
1427 u 1-1428, u 1-1453. Feggghet ukoll mill-
gdid fis-seklu ta’ wara, dak sittax, bhall-1501, 1-
1519 ul-15231.

Bejn 1-1592 u 1-1593, kien hawn l-ewwel
pesta dokumentata. Tajjeb li wiehed jaghmel
nota li dan sehh fi Zzmien meta Malta kienet taht
il-Kavallieri ta’ San Gwann u dawn kellhom
struttura organizzata b’'mod differenti mill-

perjodu tal-Medjuevu, meta Malta kienet parti
mir-Renju ta’ Aragona (Spanja) fejn qalja kien
hemm xi interess fdawn l-gZejjer u nieshom.
Din il-marda dahlet f'Malta f'Mejju tal-1592
minn xi xwieni u bdiet tinfierex bi stanzi u
fperjodi differenti, fejn b’kollox kien hemm
tlieta fdawn is-sentejn.

Huwa mahsub li din il-pesta halliet madwar
840 ruh mejta minn popolazzjoni ta’ 27,0002, u
matul din l-marda beda jsir uzu ghall-ewwel
darba mill-Gzira Manoel ghall-iZolament.
Hemmhekk kien hemm xi 900 persuna fejn
kienu miZzmuna iZolati minn xulxin fdan l-post3.

L-istess marda regghet fegget f'Malta ftit snin
wara flI-1623 u fl-1655. Matul il-pesta tal-1623
kienu mietu madwar 40 persuna* wagqt li f'dik
tal-1655 kienu mietu madwar 50 persunas.
Bejn dawn it-tnejn, 1-Ordni ta’ San Gwann
waqgqaf il-Lazzarett fuq il-Gzira Manoel fl-1643
biex iservi bhala post ta’ kwarantina®.

Fl-1675 faqget l-aghar pesta li qatt kellha
Malta. Din damet sal-1676 u mietu 11,278
persuna minn popolazzjoni totali ta’ 51,114. Fil-
Mellieha u l-inhawi kienu mietu 4 persuni’.
Mill-imwiet totali, 9,000 minnhom mietu fil-
Belt Valletta u t-Tlett Ibliet8. Wara din il-pesta
saru hafna weghdi u purcissjonijiet. L-ikbar
pellegrinagg li sar kien dak tat-Tlieta ta’ wara I-
Ghid fit-22 t'April 1677, u kien telaq minn San
Pawl l-Bahar sas-Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-
Mellieha?®.

Fil-bidu tal-hakma Ingliza fMalta bejn 1-1813
u 1-1814, rega’ kien hawn il-pesta. F'dan il-
perjodu kienu mietu 4,668 persunal®.
B'referenza ghall-festa tal-Vitorja fil-Mellieha,
fl-1813 din ma kinitx saret minhabba dan I-
flagell!l. Fil-Mellieha jidher ukoll li kien hemm
xi mwiet ghax il-bdiewa tqabbdu jaharqu I-
ghelieqi tal-qoton12,

Wagqt I-Ewwel Gwerra Dinjija f'Ottubru 1917,
rega’ kien hawn il-pesta li fortunatament ma
tantx halliet vittmi u ma tantx kienet mifruxa?s.
Ftit qabel u fl-ahhar tat-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija,
rega’ kien hawn kazi ohra tal-pesta. L-ewwel
wahda kienet bejn 1-1936 u 1-1937 u l-ohra fl-
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e Fi Frar tal-1730 kien
hawn influwenza bid-deni li
lagtet kwazi l-popolazzjoni
kollha ta’ Malta.

e F’Marzu tal-1733,
influwenza gravi bl-ugigh
ta’ ras u deni.

e F’Jannar tal-1746, imxija
gabdet fost l-ekwipagg tal-
flotta tal-Ordni ta’ San
Gwann u wara bdiet tinfirex
fost  il-popolazzjoni u
wasslet ghal diversi mwiet.
e Imxija ohra simili sehhet
fl-1754 li fiha mietu diversi
nies fl-Imdina u s-Seminarju
li kien hemm gewwa din I-
belt kien gie evakwat.

Inkwatru fis-Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha li sar b’'weghda
b’rabta mal-helsien mill- mewt wagqt il-pesta tal-1813-1814 *

1945. Fl-ewwel wahda kienu madwar tnax-il
persuna li mietu!s, waqt li fit-tieni wahda kien
hemm 22 mewtals.

II-Pandemija tal-Influwenza Spanjola

Din il-marda, li baqghet maghrufa fMalta
bhala l-Ispanjola, qatlet bejn 20 u 40 miljun ruh
minn madwar id-dinja kollha, numru akbar minn
kemm mietu nies fl-Ewwel Gwerra Dinjija?”.

Din il-pandemija halliet il-marka taghha
fMalta fl-ahhar tal-Ewwel Gwerra Dinjija fil-
perjodu bejn 1-1918 u 1-1919. Din kellha 20,388
kaz bi 807 mwiet minn popolazzjoni ta’
224,859, Rigward il-Mellieha, minn
popolazzjoni ta’ 3,031, kien hemm 31 mewta.
Din il-pandemija nfirxet fi tliet fazijiet. L-ewwel
wahda kienet hafifa u damet tliet xhur bejn
Gunju u Awwissu 1918. It-tieni fazi kienet bejn
Settembru u Novembru li kienet severa hafna,
filwaqt li t-tielet wahda kienet bejn Frar u
Marzu 1919 ftit qabel l-avvenimenti 1i wasslu
ghall-irvellijiet tas-7 ta’ Gunju 191918

Imxijiet fMalta

Matul iz-zmien Malta sofriet minn diversi
mxijiet bhal epidemiji u pandemiji tal-
influwenza, il-gidri u 1-kolera fost 1-ohrajn. F'din
l-parti ha nduru ftit hafif fuq xi uhud minnhom.
Bejn 1-1453 u 1-1455, fagqghet gewwa Malta
l-iskarlatina u din halliet warajha diversi
vittmil®.
L-ewwel referenza ghall-epidemija tal-
influwenza kien fis-sena 1682 u din kienet
fpetizzjoni 1i ntbaghtet minn Ghawdex lill-
Gran Mastru.
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e FI-1830 dahlet il-gidri
minn Napli u kien hemm
11,351 kaz b’1,523 mewta.
F1-1836 kien hemm imxija ohra tal-
influwenza fejn ftit ma gewx affettwati.
F1-1837 rega’ kien hawn il-gidri.

F1-1837 ukoll kien hawn il-kolera, li ghamlet
herba fi tliet xhur. Din kellha 8,785 kaz u
halliet 4,252 persuna mejta minn
popolazzjoni ta’ 120,000 persuna.

Epidemija tal-influwenza lagtet xi partijiet ta’
Malta fl-1837 ukoll, 1i fortunatament ghal
hafna nies li gew affettwati, ir-rata tal-imwiet
kienet baxxa.

Imxija ohra li laqtet sew lil Malta sehhet
fNovembru tal-1847.

Imxija tal-gidri ohra sehhet fI-1861 fejn
kienu mietu 362 persuna.

F1-1867, epidemija tal-kolera regghet hakmet
Malta. Din kellha 733 kaz u mietu 378
persuna.

Fis-sena 1870 il-gidri rega’ wera snienu
b’7,000 kaz u 700 mejta.

Fl-ahhar jiem tas-sena 1889 u fil-bidu tal-
1890, l-influwenza Asjatika lahqet lil Malta u
minn total ta’ 859 kaz, kien hemm 39 mewta.
Din l-influwenza regghet dehret mill-gdid fl-
ewwel xhur tal-1892 fejn kien hemm 2017
kaz. Kien hemm imxijiet simili fl-1894 b’615
kaz u l-istess f1-1904 u 1905 fejn kien hemm
760 kaz.

FI-1911 kien hawn il-hozba li kellha 2,882
kaz u qatlet 144 persuna.

F1-1913, 549 kaz u 104 persuni mejta kienu
gew irrapportati mit-tifojde.

F1-1916 rega’ fegget il-hozba li gholliet rasha
u li b’rizultat taghha kien hawn 5,586 kaz u
235 persuna mejta.
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Ié-Cimiterju Sultana tal-Vitorji li nbena bejn 1-1853 u 1-1854
minhabba I-mard tal-gidri 20

e Fis-sena 1917 kien hawn l-epidemija tas-
soghla konvulsiva b’3,146 kaz u 166 mewta.

e Fl-istess perjodu bejn Gunju 1918 u Ottubru
1920, kien hemm l-epidemija tal-influwenza
b’9,444 kaz u 356 mewta.

¢ Epidemija ta’ influwenza ohra gravi sehhet fi
stanzi differenti bejn 1-1921 u1-1922. F'dawn
is-sentejn kien hemm 5,508 kaz u mietu 99
persuna.

e FiFrar tal-1929, imxija ohra giet irrapportata
b’ ’il fug min elf kaz b’hafna minnhom fl-eta
ta’ bejn 1-20 u 1-45 sena.

e L-ahhar epidemija tal-gidri sehhet fl-1946
b’7 kazi u mewta wahda.

o Imxijiet ohra izghar sehhew fl1-1936 u 1-1937,
f1-1940 u 1-1943, f1-1948 u1-1951 u 1-1952.

e FI-1957, fegget fMalta 1-Pandemija Asjatika
(H2N2) fejn kien hemm 8,783 kaz u 11-il ruh
mejta.

e L-Influwenza ta’ Hong
Kong (I-H3N2) laqtet lil
Malta bejn 1-1968 u I-
1969. F’din l-imxija kien
hemm 1,024 kaz u mietu
23 persuna.

e Ricenti kien hawn il-
pandemija tal-influwenza
I-HIN1 (Swine Flu). Din
sehhet bejn 1-2009 u I-
2010 u sehhet madwar
id-dinja kollha. F’Malta
kienu rrapportati 622 kaz
u hamest imwiet. F1-2019

influwenza b’ madwar 30
kaz.

Mard iehor li kien ihalli
hafna vittmi kien it-
tuberkolozi. Gara hekk fis-
sena 1917 fejn kien hemm
258 mewta relatati ma’ din
il-marda.

Rigward il-Mellieha, fejn
illum hemm i¢-Cimiterju
Sultana tal-Vitorji, li jigi
wara l-knisja arcipretali,
gabel ma nbena l-istess
cimiterju, fis-sit kienu jigu
midfuna l-persuni 1li kienu
jmutu b’'mard infettiv. Dan
i¢c-cimiterju nbena meta fl-
1853 kienu mietu sitt
persuni bil-gidri u ghalhekk
inhasset il-htiega ta’
¢imiterju ghal dan it-tip ta’ mwiet, peress li
dawn ma setghux jigu midfuna fis-Santwarju
tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha kif kienet il-prattika
dak iz-zmien?21.

Id-Deni Rqiq

[I-mikrobu tad-deni rqiq, jew kif inhu
maghruf bhala 1-Maltese Fever, kien gej mill-
moghoz tal-halib. Fis-seklu dsatax dan il-
mikrobu beda jhalli hafna nies tas-sevizzi
IngliZi invalidati u dan beda johloq piz kbir fuq
it-Tezor Ingliz. F1-1886, tabib militari Ingliz
skopra li dan il-mard kien gej minn xi mikrobu.

Wara hafna aktar studji u investigazzjonijiet,
kien it-tabib Malti Sir Temi Zammit li fil-25 ta’
Gunju 1905, skopra dan il-mikrobu fid-demm
tal-moghoz u kif dan kien ged jinfetta n-nies
tal-konsum tal-halib mhux

permezz
pasturizzat.

BT .

—

- - ~ -

rega’ kien hawn l-istess

Moghoz tal-halib fil-Belt Valletta 22

w.imperialbandclub.com
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Din il-problema xorta baqghet tkarkar matul
is-snin u l-moghoZz baqghu jigu mahluba fit-
toroq biex jipprovdu l-halib dirett lin-nies u
kien biss li fl-1938 li 1-pasturizzazzjoni kienet
giet introdotta u gie pprojbit il-bejgh u x-xiri
tal-halib mhux pasturizzat?3.

Epidemiji tal-annimali

FI-1975, kien hawn l-ewwel marda tal-ilsien
u d-dwiefer fi tletin sena, bl-ewwel kaz ikun fil-
5 ta’ Gunju tal-imsemmija sena. B’kollox b’effett
ta’ din l-marda, 251 baqra, 25 naghga, 155
moghza u 1,368 hanzir kellhom jinqatlu b’effett
ta’ din l-marda. Fl-istess sena wkoll fegget il-
marda tas-Swine Vesicular Disease u din kienet
affettwat il-hniezer2+.

F'Marzu tal-1978, f'Malta kienet fegget I-
African Swine Fever 1i attakkat il-hniezer,
madwar 25,000 u kien hemm danni ta’ madwar
5 miljun lira Maltin25. Minhabba din il-marda, il-
Gvern Malti fl-1979 bena r-razzett tal-hniezer
fuqg Kemmuna biex terga’ tibda t-trobbija tal-
hniezer f'Malta.

Jalla meta tasal din l-kitba ghandkom, il-
COVID-19 ikun naqqas sew l-effetti tieghu
b’inqas kazijiet godda u iktar fejqan ta’ kazijiet.
Jalla wkoll 1i s-sena d-diehla l-istagun tal-festi
jkun jista’ jitgawda mill-gdid bi spettakli sbieh
tan-nar li jdawlu l-iljieli Maltin, il-muzika li
tpaxxi I-widnejn, is-solennita religjuza li tfakkar
id-drawwiet Maltin u l-armar li jaghti 1-kulur
lit-toroq u l-imsierah Maltin fost l-ohrajn. Fl-
ahhar u mhux l-inqas, tajjeb li jintwera aktar
apprezzament lejn dawk kollha li jahdmu biex
dawn l-elementi jsehhu fir-realta.
Apprezzament kbir ukoll jmur ghal dawk kollha
minn kull settur jissieltu kontra 1-COVID-19.
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Ganni Camilleri

Regghet maghna, bhal kull sena,
[1-festa taghna u tal-Maltin;

Dik tat-tmienja ta’ Settembru
L-eghzezZ festa ghall-Mellehin.

Sa minn granet wisq minn qabel,
Jibda x-xoghol, dak tat-tizjin
Gewwa I-knisja u fil-pjazza,

Kif ukoll dak tal-kazin.

Wiehed jibda jisma’ t-tokki,
Dawk tal-gniepen kbar helwin
Biex isejhu ghan-novena

Kemm lil kbar, kemm li¢-¢kejknin.

U l-pjazza kbira taghna

Tibda tilbes dak l-armar
Li matul is-snin Zejjinha
B’libsa helwa mill-ahjar.

Izda s-sena, mhux bhas-soltu,
Ghax lagatna I-mard bis-shih;
Ghax zaritna l-pandemija;
Mard li Zgur hadd ma stennieh.

ir-Rebha

Virus ¢kejken, bla ma jidher,
Tefa’ lilna gewwa d-djar.
B’hafna biza’ li nittiehdu.
Ghax tassew virus mill-aghar.

U vacc¢in ghal din il-marda

Ma nstabx s’issa ghall-fejqan.

U eluf mietu b’dil-marda,

Ghax vaccin ma nstabx ghal dan.

Nizzel lilna gharkopptejna.
Umiljana lkoll bis-shih.

U ¢cahhadna milli nkunu
Ahna lkoll mohhna mistrieh.

Tama wahda lkoll fadlilna
Jekk vaccin qatt ma jinstab;
Nirrikorru lejn is-Sema;
[t-talb dejjem rebha gab.

Nirrikorru lejn Marija

F’jum twelidha, fjum ir-rebh
Ghax din 1-Omm, jum tal-vittorji.
Biex naraw f'dal-Jum is-Sebh.
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AkkomodaZZJonl I|l Refugjatl Maltm fil- Mellleha ﬂ Ewwel

Granet u Glmghat war

Charles Debono

Introduzzjoni

Mill-ghodwa tal-11 ta’
Gunju 1940 il quddiem,
kju twil ta’ trakkijiet, ka-
rozzi u karettuni gabdu
t-triq ghal postijiet iktar
sikuri, bhall-Mellieha. Il-problema kienet biex
lill-evakwati ssibilhom akkomadazzjoni u tit-
maghhom. Hafna minnhom ftit li xejn kellhom
il-possedimenti taghhom maghhom. Minhabba
fhekk, hafna minnhom sabu kenn ghand il-
qraba jew il-hbieb taghhom. Dawk li ma sabux
min jghinhom inghataw kamra Zejda fi djar
privati u istituzzjonijiet privati. Il-kappillani
taw l-assistenza billi offrew knejjes u kappelli
dekonsagrati bhala xelters temporanji. Kien
hemm min sahansitra waqqaf id-dar tieghu
fgherien fil-blat bl-ghamara 1i kellhom
fughom.?

Il-wasla tar-refugjati Maltin

[I-Gvern beda jorganizza centri tar-refugjati fi
skejjel, garaxxijiet u bini iehor fi stat tajjeb li ma
kienx ged jintuza. L-iskejjel kienu l-ewwel post
ta’ rifugju, wara li kienu ghalqu f'Mejju 1940, u
dawn ipprovdew centri ta’ emergenza, fejn ir-
refugjati Maltin f'hafna kazi hadu hsiebhom I-
ghalliema. F’qasir zmien il-Protection Officer tal-

a li fagaghet it-Tieni Gwe

Kuratur - Muzew Nazzjonali tal-Gwerra

Mellieha waqqaf ¢entri ta’ stabbiliment tar-
refugjati fejn kull refugjat li ma setax isib akko-
modazzjoni xi mkien iehor kien imhajjar jap-
plika. Dawk li kienu qeghdin jghixu fi¢-¢entri
tar-refugjati kienu geghdin jiehdu hsiebhom il-
pulizija, Special Constables u l-ghalliema, kap-
pillani u membri tad-District Committees. Sal-
ahhar ta’ Gunju 1940, il-Protection Officer kien
stabbilixxa li kollox kien miexi sew u taht
sigurta stretta, sahha, u l-welfare tal-evakwati.

Forma ta’ ¢ensiment

Fit-18 ta’ Gunju 1940, il-Protection Officer tal-
Mellieha ghamel stharrig ta’ kemm-il akko-
modazzjoni tista’ tintuza mir-refugjati Maltin li
gew wara l-ewwel attakki fuq Malta tal-11 ta’
Gunju 1940. Minn ittra mibghuta mir-Regional
Protection Officer il-gurnata ta’ wara, nafu li 1-
Protection Officer tal-Mellieha f'dawn il-granet
kien is-Sur F. Caruana Galizia, li kellu r-
responsabilta tal-Marfa u I-Mellieha.

Sadanittant, eluf ta’ nies harbu min-nahat tal-
Kottonera u 1-Belt Valletta u rhewlha Iejn
postijiet iktar sikuri, fosthom il-Mellieha. Skont
dan i¢-censiment, jekk nistghu nsejhulu hekk,
jinghad li ma kienx hemm iktar akkomodazzjoni
fi djar privati. Li gejjin huma postijiet ta’ akko-
modazzjoni li nstabu sa dik il-gurnata:

Djar li setghu jigu akkomodati refugjati Maltin, 18 ta’ Gunju 1940

I 77,78 Triq il-Kbira
11 67, 68 Triq il-Kbira (li fiha kien hemm forn mhux uzat)
I1 Tnejn fi Strada Ingraw
v 41, 42 Triq il-Kbira
\Y 19, 20 Triq Sant’Anna
VI Mezzanin, Triq Francis Zahra (kien stmat li fih joqoghdu 90 persuna)

Total

Skola
I Skola Elementari tas-Subien
11 Skola Elementari tal-Bniet
[11 Skola Elementari ta’ Tfal ta’ Eta Zghira

Skejjel

Stima ta’ akkomodazzjoni
80

120
60
260
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Kazini tal-Banda

Kazin
Kazin tal-Banda Imperial
11 Societa Filarmonica La Vittoria

Total

Stima ta’ akkomodazzjoni
60
90
150

Jidher li t-total ta’ akkomodazzjoni li seta’ jsir
uzu minnha fil-Mellieha kienet tlahhaq madwar
5,000. Kien hemm ukoll 1-uzu ta’ garaxxijiet tal-
karozzi tal-linja li ma kinux qeghdin jintuzaw.3
Din li gejja hi informazzjoni mehuda minn
rapport fuq lukandi u djar fil-Bajja tal-Ghadira u
1-Marfa.

Akkomodazzjoni ghar-refugjati fil-Bajja tal-
Ghadira u 1-Marfa
Mellieha Bay Hotel

Din il-lukanda kellha erbat ikmamar tas-
sodda, kamra tal-pranzu, bar u spazju ghal
entratura, kéina u kamra zghira fejn jinzammu
merfugha oggetti tal-ikel u ghodod tal-kcina,
kamra fejn tahzen, toilets adekwati u telefown.
[I-lukanda ma kellhiex xelter fil-binja, pero I-
Gvern kellu kamra, maghrufa bhala 1-Kamra
tas-Sajjieda, li setghet tigi rrangata bhala xelter
ghal kontra l-attakki mill-ajru, mhux biss ghal-
lukanda, imma wkoll ghall-abitanti tad-djar
hdejn il-lukanda. Din il-kamra ma Kkinetx
mikrija u fil-fatt il-bieb ma kienx jissakkar.*

Djar quddiem il-Mellieha Bay Hotel

[s-sid, is-Sur Agius, kellu dar b’erbat ikmamar
tas-sodda. Kellha akkomodazzjoni sanitarja
tajba.

(

II-Kazin Imperial kien stmat li jista’ jilga’ fih 60
refugjat Malti. (Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur)
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Is-sid, is-Sur F. Scicluna mill-Mosta: kellha
tlett ikmamar tas-sodda u entratura. Kellha
akkomodazzjoni sanitarja tajba.

Is-sid, Fiorini Lowell: kellha Zewgt ikmamar
u toilet. Dawn id-djar kollha kellhom il-bir
taghhom. Id-djar l-ohra kienu mikrija.

Marfa Palace Hotel

Sular terran - Zewgt ikmamar kbar bil-
kmamar tas-sodda u toilet uzati mis-sid, il-
familja tieghu u Il-qraba. Kamra minnhom
kienet mikrija lill-Awtoritajiet Militari. Is-sala
kbira tad-dhul setghet tintuza bhala
dormitorju, ghalkemm il-hgieg tat-twieqi kbar
kienu inkonvenjent.

Sular ta’ fuq - Kellha erbat ikmamar kbar u
erbat ikmamar Zghar, apparti kamra zghira fid-
dhul u sala tal-pranzu u spazju kbir fuq I-
entratura, li setghet issir sala tal-pranzu, waqt
li s-sala tal-pranzu prezenti setghet issir kamra
tas-sodda. Wahda mill-kmamar il-kbar kienet
riservata ghall-Kappillan Militari matul l-iljieli
ta’ kull nhar ta’ Sibt u fil-fatt l-ispazju kbir fuq 1-
entratura kien jintuza biex tigi ¢celebrata I-
quddiesa kull nhar ta’ Hadd. Kien hemm hafna
akkomodazzjoni sanitarja. Il-provvista tal-ilma
kienet inadekwata, pero setghu jsiru
arrangamenti mas-Sur Mortimer, Senior

II-Kazin Societa Filarmonica La Vittoria kien
stmat li jista’ jilqa’ fih 90 refugjat Malti.
(Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur)
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Engineer tas-Servizzi tal-Ilma, peress li kien
hemm tank fuq il-bejt jesa’ 19,000 gallun.

Ir-Regjun tat-Tramuntana

[I-Mellieha matul il-gwerra kienet taqa’ taht
ir-Regional Protection Officer tar-Regjun tat-
Tramuntana. Skont ¢irkulari li ntbaghtet mill-
Uffi¢¢ju tal-Logotenent Gvernatur E. St J.
Jackson fid-29 ta’ Lulju 1942 lir-Regional
Protection Officers, District Commissioners,
Protection Officers u Assistant District
Commissioners, nafu min kienu l-membri tal-
istaff tar-Regjun (murija hawn taht).

Referenzi:

1 NWMA, No.15 Evacuation
2 Ibid.

3NAM, LGO 2300

4 Ibid.

5 Ibid
6 NWMA, No 16. Protection Officers II-Markiz Barbaro of St. George li kien Regional

Protection Officer tar-Regjun tat-Tramuntana.
(Sors: NWM Archives)

Regjun tat-Tramuntana

[1-Markiz Barbaro of St. George Regional Protection Officer

[s-Sur Joseph Mercieca Deputy Regional Protection Officer

Dr O. F. Gollcher, LL D Protection Officer Il-Mosta

[s-Sur Anthony Valletta Protection Officer In-Naxxar

Is-Sur F. Wettinger Protection Officer Hal Gharghur

[s-Sur J. A. Cilia Protection Officer L-Imgarr

[s-Sur Joseph Ruggier Protection Officer San Pawl il-Bahar

[s-Sur Louis Bartolo Protection Officer I1-Mellieha ¢
Blokk D,
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BELLA VEDUTA Bella Veduta

grocery & confectionery Triq ta’ Masrija
Mr & Mrs D. Vella Il-Mellieba
Tel: 21521306

delilabvella@botmail.co.uk

VS WHOLESALE

244, Ta’ Masrija, Mellieha

Mobile: 79603243

Est. 1972
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+356 21521101 or +35699445484
www.thehilltopmellieha.com

Gorg Borg Olivier Street Mellieha
For reservations call
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Here is where seafood and meats come together
to bring you a modern multicultural cuisine
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I-Bambin tal <B‘I

A

Paul P. Borg

Din Ii gejja hi silta mir-rumanz II-
Kmandament numru Hdax, it-tieni volum, li
ppubblikajt fl-2013. Fih nisthajjel guvnott
Malti msejjah Mose li jisthajjel li hu mgieghel
minn Alla biex izid kmandament iehor mal-
Ghaxra li nghataw lil Mosé tal-Kotba
Maqaddsa fuq il-muntanja Sinaj. Mosé I-Malti
ikun iffissat jiggerra madwar Malta jara fejn
qed issir hsara lill-holgien u jara kif jaghmel
jiddefendih. Ukoll jekk bhala I-awtur tar-
rumanz, jiena nemmen li l-vjolenza mhix
flokha, xi drabi dan Mosé li hloqt jiena
tagbizlu c¢-¢cinga meta jara li bil-kelma t-
tajba ma jista’ jsir xejn.

Bhalma suldat tal-gwerra jkollu joqtol
ghal pajjizu, hekk ukoll Mose I-Malti tar-
rumanz hafna drabi jhossu li jkollu joqtol
ghall-ambjent Malti u ghall-holgien!

Meta jghaddu l-festi tas-sajf kollha u jibda
jinxtamm riesaq u joqrob il-Milied ma’ kull
gimgha li tghaddi, Mosé kien jitla’ fuq banketta,
idendel xi karti tal-kulur matul l-intrata, u fis-
salott kien jarma nitfa ta’ presepju li kien ilu
ghandu minn Zmien il-Muzew. Ghall-ewwel ir-
riha tal-kartapesta kienet tabilhaqq timpesta
kullimkien, imma matul is-snin ir-riha marret u
baqga’ biss il-presepju umli u sempli¢i jixghel it-
tifkiriet ta’ zmien bla hsieb ta’ xejn.

Mose hares lejn il-Bambin u ma setax jithem
kif fi ¢kunitu kien jarah hekk sabih meta fil-fatt
kien ikrah, wer¢, mibrux, gadim. Ganni kien fuq
banketta, minn taht harstu lejn Mose.

“Nixtru iehor xi darba...” qal bhallikieku biex
jagbel mal-hsieb ta’ Mose dwar bambin ikrah.

Mose donnu langas kien jaf 1i tkellem
missieru, imma bhallikieku jitkellem wahdu qal,

“Dol-bambin mhux tat-tafal? Halliena ghal
rihna...” kompla. Il-missier ma fehemx.

Dan x’Alla kien li holoq lil din il-gZira u ma
hax hsiebha aktar? Iz-zaghzugh baqa’ jahseb
wahdu. Kultant lehnu jinstama, ta’ kultant
igedwed wahda. Jaf dan Alla x’kien qieghed jigri
fuq dil-gzira, jew ma jafx?
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[I-missier ikkonfonda. Kellhiex ragun martu
tahseb li Mose taghhom kien qieghed ihoss
rasu? Bizzejjed wiehed jiffissa fuq xi haga biex
jinqaleb mohhu ta’ taht fuq!

Mosé kien gieghed ihares lejn il-Madonna u
San Guzepp, xbihat taflija grotteska huma
wkoll. Imma Mosé lilhom kien irid. Lilhom kien
jara aécettabbli, lilhom Kkien irid jara biex jaghtu
sens lil dak li kien ihoss Milied wara iehor.
Bambin tat-tafal, ommu u missieru tat-tafal,
ghagina tat-tfulija li tibga’ ghagina sa ma
wiehed jixjieh u tghaffigha kif jidhirlek.

“Dal-qahba tafal tghaffgu kif trid..” Kkien
gieghed jghid.

“U issa nixtru iehor ghedtlek...”

“X'igifieri nixtru iehor?” hatfu Mosé. “Dok tat-
tafal appusta biex inkissruh kif irridu u biex
nghawguh kif irridu!”

Madonna tal-Karmnu, haseb Ganni. Dan
x’qieghed jaghtih Mose.

“M’intix tara missier,” ghajjat ibnu. “Imma
kemm ahna ¢wie¢! M’intix tura li jegblilna
jkullna dan Alla tat-tafal biex nitnejku bih
kemm irridu ghax tafal mhux blot iebes!”

Ganni radd salib.

“X’inti tghid Mose?”

U dak li kien gieghed jigrilu r-razzett, haseb
Mose waqt li ttawwal il barra mit-tieqa jara x-
xita traxxax u ttektek imtajra mir-rih.

“Missier, min ihores lejn ir-rezzett u l-umilta
u l-kruha tieghew jaruwhom biss ftit sliem u
hemda naturoli, ghax tqatta’ inti siegha ferhon,
u min il-bini tar-rezzett u l-beghed bejnu u I-
bgija tar-rahal jaruwhom biss gliegel ta’ flus.
Min jithenna bl-irwejjah jintnu mill-imniezel ta’
demel - u min jintabaqlu I-gewwieni tieghew
ghax il-mizbla hi hiss theddida ghas-sahha u
ghall-but u xejn xejn aktar. U dol-bambin tat-
tafal werc¢ u ma jarox sewwa!”

“Tithadditx hekk Mosé,” qallu missieru bla
ma kien gieghed isegwi xejn kliem ibnu. Kien
gieghed jara lil Moseé mibdul mill-gdid, harstu
bhal trid tingala’” minn wiccu, rasu mgebbda 'l
barra, lehnu baxx, iebes, sod, hugbejh mibrumin
‘il fuq, dehra tal-biza’, dehra 1i lill-istess
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missieru nisslitlu treghida kiesha matul ix-
xewka ta’ dahru.

“Qatt ma ghedna dad-diskors haw’ gew...”
kompla x-xih.

“Dok ghax mejtin ahna!” hatfu Mose€, lehnu
fgat, qisu gej minn qiegh gerzumtu. Kelma
kelma, bla ghagla ta’ xejn halli x-xih jithem
sewwa. “Dok ghax dan Alla gbejna ma
jitharrekx wahda! Alla hu Alla. Alla mhux tafal!
Alla tal-blot irid ikun!”

Imbaghad gabad il-bambin tat-tafal, ¢kejken,
mibrux.

“Don blota ghandu jkun u mhux tafal merhi!”
U b’sahha mimlija gilla waddab lill-bambin mal-
art, qabez fuqu, ghaffgu, tahnu b’riglu sa ma sar
ftit tafal niexef.

“Issa mmur nixtri wiehed tal-blot mela!” gal
il-missier, mahsud.

“Lew tal-azzor!” zied Moseé.

Mose ma qal xejn aktar. Qabad u hareg ’il
barra bla kliem u bla sliem. Dakinhar ma kienx
xoghol u kellu fmohhu jarma ftit id-dar ghax
kien riesaq il-Milied, imma kien jaf issa 1i 1-
Milied ma kienx jezisti tassew, imma kienet
hlieqa fl-imhuh biex Alla jibga’ tat-tafal u d-dar
t'Alla tibqa’ tal-kartapesta. Minkejja x-xita u r-
rih li kien ged jonfoh, irhielha lejn ir-razzett u I-
ghelieqi ta’ madwaru. Lejn ix-xfarijiet ta’ rdum
ma jersaqx, haseb. Imma fi ftit hin kien qieghed
jigri fl-ghelieqi, jipprova jnehhi d-dwejjaq li
kienu qabduh malli ra quddiemu ghal sena ohra
Alla fil-forma ta’ statwa ckejkna tat-tafal. Minn
taht ir-rih tal-mandra tal-bajtar, kien qieghed
ihoss ir-rih jimbuttah minn habel ghal iehor,
hassu jigri ferhan bhalma kien ilu jaghmel
matul snin shah, jaqa’, jizloq, jidhak, iqum,
iniggez saqajh, jilghab, jagbez, jiggieled u
jimpika mieghu nnifsu, jitbieghed mill-hsara,

kburi li gqieghed ftaghhom, kburi li dan kollu ta’
missieru.

Imma issa kien jaf bil-kefrija tar-realta.

Dak ma kien xejn taghhom. Dak kien biss
imqabbel ghandhom, u issa nqgala’ bniedem li
jridu hu ghalih, biex jibni fuqu, biex jizviluppah,
biex itella’ vilel 'l hemm u 'l hawn. Issa seta’ jigi
xi hadd b’sahhtu aktar mill-kitba li kienet ilha
hemmhekk min jaf kemm-il sena u jghidlu li
dak kollu jridu hu. Issa jigu jagghu u jqumu
minn dak li kien irid Alla dwar il-holgien
tieghu. Hekk jew hekk Alla kien ghagna tat-tafal
u xejn aktar! Kulhadd jaghmel bih li jrid. Alla
Karnival. Re tal-Karnival tabilhaqq. Imponenti,
kbir, suppost ibazza’ imma jdahhak minflok.
Issa jigu xi zewg periti jkejlu u xi Zewg skrivani
mill-Belt, minn xi uffic¢ju kollu dokumenti u
pjanti u lil missieru jghidulu jdabbar rasu. L-
irdum ghall-izvilupp. Ix-xaghra ghall-izvilupp.
Tersagx lil hemm aktar. Il-wied ghall-izvilupp.
Kollox ghall-izvilupp.

Mose kien gieghed jigri u jahseb, issa jagbez,
issa jaghdab u issa jieqaf soghbien ma’ hajt. Ir-
razzett irid jinbidel, haseb. Ir-razzett ikun irid
jinbidel u l-moghdijiet koroh u mahmugin
kollha zlieq jaghmlu ¢angatura tleqq barranija
biex flok jimxu l-moghoZz u n-naghag kollha
hmieg u redus niezel ma  saqajhom,
jippassiggaw nies ghonja. Biex ma jinstamax il-
hoss melankoniku tal-kruxxun u tal-imghazqa
ghajjiena, imma hemda gdida u stramba.

Ix-xita madwar, traxxax u mtajra mill-
irwiefen thalltet mal-frak irqiq tal-mewg
imkisser taht l-irdum u mtella’ ’l fuq mir-rih.
Moseé ma ssugrax jersaq lejn il-moghdijiet ta’
xifer l-irdumijiet, imma gibed lejn in-naha t'isfel
tal-wied, mal-genb, qalb is-sigar tal-harrub.
Hass xi haga fih li mlietu bi dwejjaq kbar, swied
il-qalb li kien ghoddu bikkieh

L-irdum fl-inhawi tat-Torri t'Ghajn Hadid
(Sors: Norbert Vella Photography)

imma fl-istess nifs hassu
ferhan, donnu kuntent li
gieghed ihossu hekk
imhawwad. Kien qieghed
igarrab ghal darb’ohra fhajtu
I-misteru li ftit kienu jistghu
jithmu: il-ferh u I-hena bla
tarf li jnisslu fih id-dwejjaq
stramb u s-swied il-qalb qalil
tas-solitudni qalb il-widien u
l-irdumijiet bix-xita
madwaru, ir-rih kiesah u s-
sema  iswed  bhallikieku
kulhadd u kollox kien gieghed
jifhem il-qawwa  tal-wagqt.
Bhalli-kieku kollox fehem hu
xi jrid. Donnu l-istess bebbux
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L-irdum fl-inhawi tat-Torri t'Ghajn Hadid
(Sors: Norbert Vella Photography)

u garsu qalb il-gebliet godma qodma fehmu issa
li kienet waslet siegha mhux tas-soltu. Donnu
issa kollox u kulhadd kien qieghed ihoss li b’xi
mod kien wasal Zmien li gatt gabel, qatt qatt
gatt fmilja shiha ta’ snin ma kienu raw bhalu
gabel. Donnhom fehmu I-htiega 1i jifirhu
b’xulxin ghall-ahhar darba ghax sighethom
kienet riesqa gmielha. Mhux sa jaraw xitwa
ohra hekk, bhalma jinsabu llum u issa. Issa kien
riesaq Zmien l-izvilupp.

Dak mhux ir-raghad imghaddab tas-soltu li
gieghed jinstama’ imma diga t-tkarwit tal-gaffa
mgewha. Ghax, isma’, dak mhux tfaqqigh is-
sajjetti imma ¢-ceke¢ik tat-tazzi tal-kristall ghax
il-kuntratti saru, il-kontijiet mexjin, il-bwiet
intwieznu sewwa u x-xaham iddellek b’'mod
mill-aktar professjonali. U ara, dak mhux lehh
is-sajjetti fuq il-harrub jitbandal ferhan mar-rih
u l-ilma, lanqas il-beraq icaq¢aq madwar il-pal
bikkej tal-bajtar tax-xewk gol-mandra, imma d-
dawl tar-ritratti ghax qieghdu l-ewwel gebla
tal-progett ta’ fejda kbira ghall-ekonomija ta’
dawn l-iskolli kbar kbar.

U dak mhux Toni I-gar taghkom inaqqax il-
bhajra, imma xi hadd jilghab il-golf ghax flok
xaghra ghamlu korsa tal-golf. U ara, dak mhux
missierek jilghab man-nahal, langas nannuk bl-
ixkora fuq spallejh jirranga z-zinguwa tal-
moghoz fix-xita, imma dak il-kappillan qieghed
ibierek il-gebla...

[z-zaghzugh beka. Mosé beka fil-hemda,
wahdu, fix-xita u r-rih. Xtaghom jifhmu lil ta’
madwaru, xtaghom ghal darba jifhmu sewwa
x'gieghed  jinhema  ghalihom. Xtaghom
jiccagalqu huma, imqar tithezzez kemm kemm
l-art halli tbazza' u tnaffar lil min ried ikisser
dak is-sliem li kien hemm.

[l-qilla tal-ajru madwaru kienet l-ahhar sforz
ta’ min jaf fil-fond ta’ qalbu li jiemu waslu fi
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trufhom u kien jehtieg
jiggranfa mal-hajja bl-ispirtu
tieghu kollu kemm hu jekk
sahha m'ghadx hemm fil-
muskoli ta’ gismu. Galadarba
ukoll Alla kien abbandunah.
Le, ma kienx abbandunah
Alla. Kien kellmu. Kien gallu
bil-kmandament gdid. II-
holgien. L-ambjent naturali.
Kien jehtieg isir xi haga,
haseb Mose mhawwad. L-
ajru kien ragel xih jaf li
gieghed imut imma jibqa’
jittama li xi mkien f'xi hin sa
tidher dik ix-xihaga li turih li
gieghed johlom holm ikrah.

Mosé beka fil-hemda wahdu ghax intebah li
kellu jkun propiju fi Zmienu li xi hadd kien xehet
ghajnejh fuq dawk l-inhawi u kien ghalhekk sa
jigrilhom bhalma gralhom hafna nhawi ohra u
jitbiddlu ghalkollox. Kellu jkun hu, mela, li jara
x’jaghmel. Dil-problema ma Kkienet qatt
quddiem nannuh, mela nannuh ma seta’ qatt
jiggildilha. Langas missieru. Ara Kkif fhafna
bnadi fuq dawn l-iskolli u blatiet imkittfin
inbnew binjiet bla gies. La kien hemm wisa’ fl-
imghoddi mhux sa jkun hemm wisa’ issa ghas-
sinjur? Kif jistghu juru l-hila u l-kobor taghhom
l-abitanti ta’ dawn il-blatiet inkella? Kif jistghu
juru l-karattru Nisrani taghhom inkella? La Alla
hallihom iwaqqghu palazzi sbieh u djar fini u
godma li kienu jiswew hafna flus, tahseb li xi
hadd sa joqghod ihabbel rasu jagbad iwaqqa’
zewg gharajjex tas-sejjieh, ftit xorok ibbattmati
u xi zewgt imwiezeb? Kemm tiflah tkun bahnan
Moseé! Xi tridu jaghmel Alla nnifsu galadarba
sahansitra knisja thokk m’ohra bnew, fdan il-
karnival haj, wahda ikbar mill-ohra? Tahseb li
xi hadd sa jiskrupla jwaqqa’ razzett qadim ta’
missierek xih, Mosé? Imbilli wahhaltha frasek
li Alla mhux Re Karnival, tahseb Alla sa
jiccaqlaq ghal bi¢éa razzett? Jew ghal giex
harrubiet?

Mosé beka fil-hemda, wahdu wahdu wahdu u
ma hassx l-imluha ta’ raxx il-bahar u tad-
dmugh tithallat max-xita niezla 1li zdiedet u
glielet. Ma hassx il-kesha tar-rih. Ma rax il-
gebel madwaru u l-moghdijiet 1i garrewh bla
ma jaf lejn xifer l-irdum. Ma setax jifhem.
Ghaliex kienu jridu jeqgirdu dan l-irdum u dawn
is-sigar u dawn ix-xaghri u dan ir-raba’ kollu?
Min jaf kemm-il bidwi hadem hemmhekk, min
jaf kemm il-glieda sehhet mal-furbani li kienu
jinzlu taht ir-rih u jitilghu jisirqu u jfarrku waqt
li missirijietu ggieldu u tqatlu biex hadd ma
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jirbhilhom lil arthom! Gl A

Mose kien riesaq sewwa lejn
ix-xifer ta’ rdum. U meta ntebah
fejn kien sejjer ma fehmux lil dak
l-iehor gewwieni li gebbdu 'l
hemmhekk. I[I-mewg ta’ taht ir-
rih jitkisser mal-blatiet kien
donnu ghajjat li Mosé ma fehemx
mill-ewwel  x’kien  qieghed
jghajjat.

Imbaghad mesah ghajnejh u
ra l-inutilita ta’ kulma kien
jittanta jaghmel. Fehem il-htiega
li t-tibdil inevitabbli ma jsirx
kemm idum haj hu. Fehem il-
htiega li dak li kien miktub sa
jkollu jsir. Fehem kemm kien
gifa hu. Fehem il-kilba tal-
mewgiet. Fehem ghaliex kien
wasal sa dak ix-xifer. Hass il-buffuri tar-rih  ikkoncentrat go fih. Mosé ma riedx aktar ikun
jimbuttawh imidd pass iehor ghal isfel; hass 1-  biss Zaghzugh iehor fMalta mikula bl-
iehor go fih jiggieled mieghu u jghajjatlu jersaq  aljenazzjoni u bl-apatija. Ma riedx ikun
lura ghax hu mhux gifa, hu m’ghandu jkun qatt  zaghzugh, miskin jaf jahseb imma ma jafx
gifa, hu ghandu jiggieled, ukoll jekk jaf li sa jitlef  jiccaqlaq. Mosé ried ikun gellied dags I-
zgur. ghassiesa tal-qedem fit-torrijiet jitgabdu mal-

U fl-istess nifs ra kemm Kkellu ragun il- ghedewwa. Issa l-ghadu mhux aktar furban
kappillan meta qallu li hadd ma seta’ jaghmel barrani, imma hu Malti. Traditur ta’ pajjizu. Ma
xejn. Ra kemm kien bahnan ihabbat rasu fuq riedx aktar jibga' cass. Il-hamrija, kull traba
bi¢ctejn irgajja’ hamrija u zewg harrubiet xjuhu  hemm fuq kienet hamrija qaddisa, trab sagru,
xi tuzzana gremxuliet u gniefed u sriep. Fehem  imsoqqi bid-demm ta’ Maltin bhalu li kienu
kemm kien bahnan li qieghed hemmhekk ¢aréru hajjithom biex illum hu jghix hieles u
jixxarrab u jhoss il-bard mikdud ghall-wied u  biex l-art tkun tieghu. Ma jistax ikun li jkun il-
ghar-razzett, meta kien ikunlu aktar ta’ gid jekk  gifa hu. Kien sa jkollu ji¢¢aqlaq. Il-qilla li hass
jinxtehet quddiem it-televixin idawwar xi filmu  tfaqqa’ go fih ma kien sa jkun jista’ jrazzanha
ma jahseb xejn xejn xejn. b’xejn issa. Hass ghajnejh hodor hodor jagbzulu

Issa xiber jew tnejn biss fadallu biex jasal sa 'l barra. Issa kien sa jkollu jitharrek biex ma
fejn il-mewg u jintahan mal-blatiet themm isfel,  jahrabx mill-problema. Ma jkun gifa qatt issa.
u ma kien jara jsir ebda tibdil madwaru li kieku  Hugbejh jinbarmulu 'l fugq.

It-Torri t'Ghajn Hadid
(Sors: Norbert Vella Photography)

jfettillu jmidd il-pass li jmiss! Ma kien jara ebda Ma kienx sa jibga’ zaghzugh ma jaf jaghmel
gaffa twitti I-inhawi. Bi¢ca pass biss kien jonqsu  xejn xejn ghajr jghajjat u jhambaq u jwerzaq
u ma jkollu ebda inkwiet iehor! bhall-bqija tal-Maltin waqt li haddiehor jibqa’

Mosé beda jibki aktar ghax fehem li kien gifa, ghaddej bil-gaffa mnejn irid u jiftillu hu
hila ma kellux. Mhux biss ma kellux hila jersaqg =~ sewwasew minn fuqu. Issa mhux aktar rieqed u
aktar biex jinsa kollox, imma hassu jitkexkex = mutu bhall-ohrajn.
jahseb x’kien qieghed jhewden. U resaq lura. Moseé mexa lura, mahsud ghall-hsibijiet li sab

Hass il-kesha madwaru. Kien hemm il-kesha  ruhu mghaddas fihom. Kien jaf li kien wasal il-
gawwija tal-bejn haltejn ta’ min irid u ma jafx  waqt tieghu issa. Trieghed bil-bard li gabdu. Ma
x'irid. Ta’ min irid jitharrek u ma jafx x’jagbad  jimpurtax jekk jitlef. Ma jimpurtax. Imma I-
jaghmel. Ta’ min jinkedd jisma’ bl-ingustizzji u  gaffa mhux sa jhalliha tghaddi minn fuqu.
ma jafx kif jista’ jiggildilhom ghax dghajjef, bla  Kienet waslet sighetu.
mezzi u bla flus. Imma fehem f'dagqqa wahda li Qalbu hebbritu lil Mosé Malti 1li kien wasal
ma riedx ikun biss zaghzugh iehor fuq dawn I-  Zmien it-tragedja tal-irdumijiet f'Ghajn Hadid.
iskolli u xejn aktar. Hass xi haga fih tfagqa’ Kien issa Zmien it-tragedja tal-irdumijiet fuq
f'salt; hassu jitrieghed bil-biza’ kbir li qabdu.  dawn il-GZejjer. Ma jistax ikun jibga’ jinqered il-
Hassu kalm imma fero¢i. Hass geddumu bhal  holgien. Ma jistax ikun aktar.
jitfaggam ’il barra. Hass ghadab kbir Issa bambin tal-blat, mhux tat-tafal aktar.
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A variety of custom made kitchens , bedrooms and
bespoke furniture, both modern and traditional to suit
your needs.

A variety of custom designs and local manufacture
that can provide you with a range of materials
and colour schemes of your
choice.

We also have a

wide range of gifts
and accessories. These
include tableware, to
cushions, runners, crystal
vases, lamps and occasional
furniture.

All are manufactured
locally in Marsa.

Visit our showroom in Mellieha to view our Himolla
sofa collection. Carrying a 5 year guarantee, Himolla
can bring more comfort to home.

Visit the Himolla website:
www.himolla.com

We also have a
wide range of gifts
and accessories. These
include tableware,

to cushions, runners,
crystal vases, lamps and
occasional furniture.

A T et WITH JDS
Ask us for any \ — DIY MADE
assistance, you may '

require. | t . - TO MEASURE
SERVICES.

Main Street, Mellieha | Garibaldi Street, Marsa | t: +356 2152 2390
e: info@jdsfurniture.com | s: www.jdsfurniture.com | fb: JDS Furniture
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